
D D D D  D D D D

VOLUME 36 NUMBER 1

$6.95  

TAKE THE BAIT!TAKE THE BAIT!
A NEW COLOURFUL INNOVATION

268-44 Crawford Cres., Cam
pbellville, O

N L0P 1B0  2nd Class Registration Num
ber #43638025www.powerboating.com

14 TOP 
NEW FISHBOAT 

PICKS 
FOR 2021 

EDITOR’S CHOICE 

CRANCHI YACHTS

SMOKER CRAFT  
176 EXCURSION PRO DC

LUND CROSSOVER XSSEA-DOO FISH PRO 170

YACHTS & YACHTS & 
CRUISERS CRUISERS 

6 6 LuxuryLuxury

YA M A H A’S  N E W  V 6  O U T B O A R D    YA M A H A’S  N E W  V 6  O U T B O A R D    SPRING ISSUESPRING ISSUE



2 Power Boating Canada  |  Volume 36 Number 1 www.powerboating.com

Prestige 
X70
www.prestige-yachts.com

Stop Dreaming 
AND START 

BOATING!



3Volume 36 Number 1 |  Power Boating Canada www.powerboating.com

Stop Dreaming 
AND START 

BOATING!



4 Power Boating Canada  |  Volume 36 Number 1 www.powerboating.com

contents36

On The Cover:
Smoker Craft 176 Excursion Pro DC

VOLUME 36 NUMBER 1

$6.95  

TAKE THE BAIT!TAKE THE BAIT!
A NEW COLOURFUL INNOVATION

268-44 Crawford Cres., Cam
pbellville, O

N L0P 1B0  2nd Class Registration Num
ber #43638025www.powerboating.com

14 TOP 
NEW FISHBOAT 

PICKS 
FOR 2021 

EDITOR’S CHOICE 

CRANCHI YACHTS

SMOKER CRAFT  
176 EXCURSION PRO DC

LUND CROSSOVER XSSEA-DOO FISH PRO 170

YACHTS & YACHTS & 
CRUISERS CRUISERS 

6 6 LuxuryLuxury

YA M A H A’S  N E W  V 6  O U T B O A R D    YA M A H A’S  N E W  V 6  O U T B O A R D    SPRING ISSUESPRING ISSUE

< YAMAHA>

features
8         TECH TALK
  From Tech to Deck, get your boat ready 
  for spring!

12       FISHING TALK
  UV coated lures are the new colourful  

innovation!

36       YAMAHA’S NEW V6 OUTBOARD
  The NEW Yamaha V6 Outboard is the  

most feature rich in the history of Yamaha 
products.

40       6 LUXURY YACHTS & CRUISERS
  6 massive yachts from 50 feet to 78 feet

48        EDITOR’S CHOICE 14 TOP FISH 
BOATS

  14 NEW fishboat picks for 2021 ranging from 
$12K to more than $300K

64        FROM THE VAULTS: CHARMELEE II 
BELLE OF THE RIVER

  A 1914 Gilbert, totally complete and original, 
and restored to perfect condition, happy to be 
rescued from a long storage

28 3224
we test

24       SMOKER CRAFT 176  
EXCURSION PRO DC

  Compact with top-of-the-line features 
brought to you by a company ingrained in 
boating history

28       SEA-DOO FISH PRO 170
  A versatile and well-thought-out 

amazing fishing machine

32       LUND CROSSOVER XS
  A fresh new redesign from Lund 

Boats perfectly combining a fish 
and ski boat 



$38,999
172

TRY TO BUILD YOUR BOAT ONLINE       |     ORDER A 2021 CATALOG FOR FREE!

About Princecraft Boats Inc.
Since 1954, Princecraft Boats Inc., headquartered in Princeville, Quebec, Canada, creates unparalleled experiences on the water for �shing 
and boating enthusiasts with "professionally rigged and ready" packages of aluminum �shing boats, pontoon boats and deck boats. Its 
commitment is borne out of a deeply rooted heritage of unmatched craftsmanship, incomparable performance and the promise of years 
of trouble-free boating. More �shermen, families and dealers than ever join the Princecraft family, and create some of the best moments 
of their lives.

About Brunswick
Headquartered in Mettawa, Ill., Brunswick Corporation’s leading consumer brands include Mercury Marine outboard engines; Mercury 
MerCruiser sterndrive and inboard packages; Mercury global parts and accessories including propellers and SmartCraft electronics; Power 
Products Integrated Solutions; MotorGuide trolling motors; Attwood, Garelick, and Whale marine parts; Land ’N’ Sea, BLA, Payne’s Marine, 
Kellogg Marine, and Lankhorst Taselaar marine parts distribution; Mercury and Quicksilver parts and oils; Bayliner, Boston Whaler, 
Crestliner, Cypress Cay, Harris, Heyday, Lowe, Lund, Princecraft, Quicksilver, Rayglass, Sea Ray, Thunder Jet and Uttern boats; Boating 
Services Network, Freedom Boat Club, NAUTIC-ON, OnBoard Boating Club and Rentals. 
For more information, visit brunswick.com. Princecraft Boats Inc. ©  2020   |   A Brunswick Company

- Mercury® 90 EXLPT
- Galvanized trailer with swing tongue
- Tilt steering and slider for captain's chair
- 160-watt AM/FM/Bluetooth® Jensen® Stereo with 2 speakers
- Removable ski pylon
- Bow rider seat cushions
- Trailer cover and Bimini sun top (black)
- Rear flip-up full-width bench seat  
- Lockable glove box compartment
- Stainless steel ladder 
- Electric motor plug

$7,000includes over              of optional equipment for one low price!

PROUDLY

Suggested prices are in Canadian dollars. Prices shown exclude freight, PDI, and taxes. 
Dealer sets actual retail price. Photos may show options and accessories not included in the o�er. Void where prohibited.

O�er may be discontinued without prior notice. See your local participating dealer for the conditions and restrictions of the o�er and other details.



6 Power Boating Canada  |  Volume 36 Number 1

 Publisher William E. Taylor
  bill@powerboating.com

 Group Publisher Melanie Taylor-Wallis
  melanie@powerboating.com

 Editorial Director Norm Rosen    
  nrosen@taylorpublishinggroup.com

 Editor Eric Vienneau    
  editor.PBC@@taylorpublishinggroup.com
 
 Art/Production Manager Giselle Bansal   giselle@powerboating.com

 Design Tamara Taylor    ads@powerboating.com
 
 Digital Content Paul Wright      
 / Photographer pwright@taylorpublishinggroup.com

 Web Design Moe Basha     
  mbasha@taylorpublishinggroup.com

 Contributing Writers Tim Banse  Zenon Bilas 
 / Boat Testers Mike Burns  Tom Dillion
  Garth Cane  John Gullick  
  Kenny Hohwiesner Bill Jennings 
  Mark King Chris Kourtakis 
  Claude Leonard Gregg Mansfield 
  Timmy McNamee  Mark Rotharmel
  Steve Sansford  Todd Taylor
   
 ADVERTISING SALES Todd Taylor      
  todd@powerboating.com
 
 Subscription     info@powerboating.com 

 Lifestyle Coordinator     Todd Taylor   todd@powerboating.com

 Events Co-ordinator   Sarah Gregg   
  sgregg@taylorpublishinggroup.com
  
 ADMINISTRATION   
 President /CEO William E. Taylor
 Group Publisher Melanie Taylor-Wallis
 VP/Special Projects Norm Rosen
 Accounting Nancy Mueller  
  
                    EXECUTIVE AND EDITORIAL OFFICES
 Toronto:  268-44 Crawford Crescent, Campbellville, ON L0P 1B0
  Tel: 905-844-8218   Fax: 905-844-5032

 Montreal:  Tel: 514-856-0788  Fax: 514-856-0790

 Vancouver:  Bob and Carole Taylor,  
  1745 Rufus Drive North Vancouver, BC  V7J 3L8

 New York:  777 East Park Drive, Tonawanda, NY  14150

 Florida:  PO Box 530584, Debary, FL 32753

         Subscription Inquiries Call: 1-800-354-9145

Power Boating Canada is published seven times a year by Power Boating Canada, Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, 
May/Jun, Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct, Nov/Dec, plus Annual Fish Boats Buyers Guide with a subscription price 
of $30.00  GST included for one year and $45.00 GST including for two years. US $40.00 for one 
year. Other $70.00. Material in this magazine may not be reproduced in any form without permission. 
Editorial contributions must be accompanied by return postage and will be handled with reasonable 
care. The publisher assumes no responsibility for return or safety of artwork, photographs, or 
manuscripts. Power Boating Canada reserves the right to refuse any and all advertising and disclaims 
all responsibilities for claims or statement of facts made by its advertisers or independent columnists.

PRINTED IN CANADA
CANADA POST PUBLICATIONS MAIL

SALES PRODUCT AGREEMENT NUMBER 43638025
MONTREAL, QUEBEC

© 2021 POWER BOATING CANADA
Attention Post Office: Return all undeliverables to Toronto office only

Volume 36 Number 1

As I said last issue, 

Bring on the New 
Boating Season!

f you have not thought of purchasing or trading up, you better 
get on it soon, as most dealer inventories are becoming less 
and less each week due to COVID-19 causing shortages. For 
example, a lack of building materials being delivered such as 
resin, steel, and aluminum etc. is the cause. Unfortunately, most 

of the boats are being sold before they even arrive, so do it today!
 As the boating season kicks into gear, there may be confusion- 
especially for new buyers- about the rules and safety regulations 
surrounding life jackets and PFD’s. to clear up the myths, see Mark 
King’s lifeline article on page 10 where he explains safety gear and 
planning that will match your cruising water. 
 In this issue, our editor chooses 14 Top Fish Boat Buys that 
should fit your pocketbook, as well as some of the larger crafts in 
the $ 1 million plus range. Smokercraft’s new 176 Excursion turns 
heads, Sea-Doo’s all new fish pro 170 is really an amazing fishing 
machine, the all-new Lund crossover XS built upon their exclusive 
IPS hull, Yamaha breaks the news with their all-new V6 outboard 
with a new exclusive TotalTilt™ allowing tilt up from any position 
with the simple push of the “UP” trim tilt button with better elec-
tric steering and more thrust that you ever needed, BRP makes a 
Bold Decision as they Electrify the industry investing $300 Million 
over the next few years, and of course, the article getting your 
boat ready for spring from Tech to Deck.
 So here it is, another action-packed edition of Canada’s only 
all-power magazine. It just gets bigger and better each issue! Stay 
tuned to our Power Boating Canada newsletters and re-designed 
website for all things boating with power! 

 STAY SAFE, AND SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER!

I
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TECH TALK
p o w e r  b o a t i n g  c a n a d a

PBC

fter suffering through the “big chill,” 
all avid boaters are faced with 
the responsibility of making sure 
their boats get set for spring. It 
would be so easy to give the 

boat a bath and drop it back in the water 
as though it has never been stored at all- 
but who ever promised life would be this 
simple? The name for this rejuvenation 
process is “spring commissioning.” Here are 
some tips on proper procedures to make 
sure your boat is in top condition and 
ready to cruise following the spring thaw.
 The first thing to do is check the condition 
of the batteries if your battery is not 
maintenance free. You should remove the 
filler caps and make sure the levels are full. If 
not, they should be topped up with distilled 
water and the caps put back in place.
 The next step is to clean both the 
positive and negative posts and fully 
recharge the batteries. After they are 
recharged, a battery hydrometer test can 
be done by your nearest dealer. A fully 
recharged battery should have a reading 
of 1.260 to 1.280, and all the cells should 
be within .050. If your readings are not 
good and you are unsure of the condition 
of the batteries, it would be wise to have 
a load test done on them. Once you have 
established whether the batteries are in 
optimum condition, you can replace the 
caps and reconnect the cable ends. To 
help prevent corrosion, apply a thin coat 
of petroleum-based grease to the battery 
terminals. (To prevent arcing, sparking, 
electrical system damage and possible 
injury, always reconnect the positive 
leads and then the negative leads; do the 
opposite when you are disconnecting the 
batteries.)
 At this point, open the engine hatches 
and re-install any petcocks or drain plugs 
left out over the winter. Be sure that all 
plug threads are clean and free of debris 
to ensure a proper seal. Use a good-
quality Teflon sealer on the thread. (This 

is also a good time to install the bilge 
drain plug.) Once you have completed 
the above, inspect all hoses and clamps 
as you reconnect them in their proper 
places. If your engine is equipped with 
a closed cooling system, check the fluid 
level and strength. Top it up as necessary, 
mixing the ethylene glycol antifreeze 
and water solution to the manufacturer’s 
recommended ratio.
 The next area to look at is the engine 
drive belts. Each belt should be checked 
for fraying, cracking, and glazing. Fraying 
is an indication of improper pulley 
alignment; cracking is caused by age 
and expected deterioration of the belt; 
glazing is an indication of a belt that has 
been run with improper tension. Once you 
have established what belts are reusable, 
you must check them for proper tension, 
adjusting them to the manufacturer’s 
specification for belt deflection.
 At this point, if your sterndrive was 
removed to avoid moisture and freezing 
problems associated with winter, it should 
be re-installed by your nearest dealer. 
They will check U-joints and grease them 
is necessary and lubricate the prop splines 
before installing the drive unit propeller.
 The final step is the engine start-up and 
launch. You should check the engine oil 

level, topping it up, as necessary. Under no 
circumstances should the engine be turned 
over or started without an adequate water 
supply and the bilge blowers switched on. 
The start-up is done with either a properly 
installed set of “earmuffs,” a plumbing 
device that attaches to your sterndrive 
to stimulate the boat being in the water, 
or with the boat in the water. (Here is a 
good environmentally friendly procedure 
to follow if the boat was winterized with 
ethylene glycol: start it on the earmuffs 
before launching and make every attempt 
to retrieve the glycol solution from the 
exhaust. Run the engine until only clear 
water is coming from the exhaust.)
 Once the engine is started, closely 
observe the instrumentation to ensure all 
systems are functioning properly. Inspect 
the engine for any leaks from the oil, fuel, 
water, and exhaust systems. Check the fuel 
pump sight tube, making sure there are 
no visible signs of fuel in the tube- this 
indicates a leaking fuel pump diaphragm. 
Now try the steering system, shifter 
operation and throttle controls for proper 
operation.)
 Fo l l o w i n g  t h e s e  s i m p l e  s p r i n g 
commissioning procedures should give 
you a fresh start on a new season of 
boating.  h

A

Getting the Boat in Shape
From tech to deck, get your boat ready for spring.
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LIFE LINE
m a r k  k i n g

PBC

Safety gear and planning should match your cruising water.

hile the Safe Boating Guide 
published by Transport Canada 
outlines the safety equipment 

that must be on board every 
type of pleasure craft, the con-

cerned skipper should always move the 
discussion forward by gearing their safety 
equipment to the type of cruising they will 
undertake.
 It should always be remembered that the 
Transport Canada guidelines are minimum 
standards and not necessarily a place to stop 
while equipping your boat. One of the major 
factors you should consider when reviewing 
your safety gear is the type of cruising you 
will be undertaking and the risks and chal-
lenges that go along with that.
 As well as more gear, you may need to be 
mindful of certain items of concern in the 
waters on which you are cruising, be they riv-
ers and canals, lakes, or the open ocean.
 Let us review these.
 Rivers and canals, while seemingly easy 
and safe to navigate, present issues that 
are in many ways unique to their location. 
Whether they are smaller rivers or canals 
such as the Trent or the Severn in Ontario 
or the St. Lawrence in Ontario and Quebec, 
each river system must be navigated on its 
own. There are charted and uncharted rivers 
throughout Canada and while charted rivers 
will offer much of the necessary informa-
tion to the pleasure boater - if they are pay-
ing attention - uncharted rivers will require 
special attention. Rivers and canals can be 
shallow in places and water depth is always 
a concern. Hazards may be marked, or they 
may not be marked so the prudent skipper 
will keep an open eye out for telltale signs of 
underwater obstructions.
 It is reasonable to assume that some sort 
of plan and gear should be in place in case 
the unexpected occurs and the boat runs 
aground or hits an obstruction. Some way 
to patch a hole or get the boat off a shoal 
should be planned. Blind curves often com-
bined with narrow passageways are frequent 

and require special attention. 
 For example, on the Rideau Canal in 
Ontario there are several of these and the 
prudent skipper will keep an ear tuned to 
the VHF to hear any calls from larger vessels 
already in the channel that they will need to 
avoid. Shoreline obstacles in many smaller 
rivers and canals can also present sudden 
issues for boats. Swimmers, boats at anchor, 
fishermen, divers, and other recreational 
users could also be present. If you plan to 
anchor along a river or canal it can be wise to 
carry both bow and stern anchors to ensure 
you do not swing out into the traffic portion 
of the waterway.
 On larger rivers such as the St. Lawrence 
many of these issues found on smaller rivers 
are not as concerning but they also come 
with their own set of hazards, such as interna-
tional shipping, tour boats, construction, and 
many other users.
 Weather related issues may not be as 
much of a problem on smaller rivers, but 
you should always be mindful of the expect-
ed weather on your cruise. While minimum 
equipment may be okay when you are navi-
gating close to shore, you should spend 
some time realizing what you might face 
while cruising before you head out. 
 Inland lakes present many of the same 
challenges that will be faced on rivers espe-
cially on uncharted lakes. Weather is more 
of a concern as windy conditions can pres-
ent unexpectedly high and choppy waves. 
Lake Simcoe on the Trent-Severn waterway 
is a prime example of a lake that can become 
extremely angry in a wind. If you are going to 
be out of sight of land you should consider 
adding a GPS or a similar navigation aid to 
your equipment list. 
 Extra flares may come in handy and extra 
anchor rode with chain to hold the anchor 
flat along the bottom, must be considered. 
Life jackets instead of PFDs are better to hold 
people’s heads out of the water in an emer-
gency where people can become separated 
from each other in bad weather.

 The wary skipper is again mindful of other 
recreational users of the lake and if they are 
on an uncharted lake, it pays to keep a close 
watch for underwater obstacles. Sometimes 
local knowledge is available at marinas and 
fishing suppliers to aid your navigation on 
these lakes without navigation aids and 
charts. Some form of dinghy is probably a 
good idea if you will be out of sight of shore 
for any length of time.
 The ocean presents its own risks, and any 
prudent skipper will spend some time think-
ing about what is aboard before heading out. 
As well as items listed above, ocean travellers 
must consider food and water supplies. Water 
is especially critical. For example, any vessel 
venturing out into the ocean should carry two 
litres of fresh water for every person on board 
for every day it plans to be out of sight of 
land. EPIRBs and added signaling devices are 
another consideration for ocean going vessels 
as well as a quality dinghy or life raft and the 
best life jackets available. Navigation devices, 
heavy weather planning and back-up systems 
should be reviewed. 
 While your vessel may be properly 
equipped according to Transport Canada 
guidelines, it may not be safe enough for your 
boating experience. It pays to take some time 
to think about where you will be traveling 
and what you might occur unexpectedly. h

W

Prepared for Anything

On charted rivers, the available information can 
help you make safety and equipment decisions.
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FISHING TALK
p a t r i c k  c a m p e a u

PBC

hen it comes to lures, there 
are a lot of different colours 
avai lable on the market 
and everyone has their own 

preferences. However, the new 
UV coating innovation is changing the way 
we see colour altogether.
 A few decades ago, scientific studies 
taught us that when light enters the water, 
the colours with the longest waves are 
absorbed and appear to gradually turn black. 
The general rule of thumb is that the colour 
red is almost completely absorbed in the first 
4 to 6 meters deep. Then, orange remains 
visible until 9 to 12 meters and yellow until 
18 to 21 meters. As for green and the blue, 
they remain visible almost as deep as light 
itself can penetrate.

IMPROVEMENT
 During the 1950s, we saw lures covered 
with a finish called “glow-in-the-dark”. They 

W

Take the Bait!  

revolutionized the industry in the 1970s 
and are still highly valued by various fishing 
communities. These lures are covered with a 
luminescent product that can store the light 
and rebroadcast it after. When it is exposed 
to the sun or artificial lighting, they emit 
striking gleams of light, particularly visible in 
deep, dark, or turbid waters where the sun 
does not shine.

SOME SCIENCE
 The sun’s rays are composed of more 
than 50% of visible light and about 45% of 
infrared rays. It is estimated that 5% of its 
energy is emitted in the form of ultraviolet 
radiation, which is called UV.
 Even when the sky is covered in clouds, 
the ultraviolet rays still get to us. Clouds 
simply block infrared, not UV. Nearly 95% 
of the rays that reach the earth’s crust are 
UV-A. UV-A - invisible to the naked eye and 
responsible for our sunburns- are between 

Engineering for the benefit of anglers

315 and 400 nanometers. While we do not 
see them, it is important to know that fish 
distinguish them very well, down to depths 
of more than 35 - 40 meters.

LIKE A GHOST
 Over the past few years, several 
manufacturers have introduced flamboyant 
colours to the market that respond to these 
ultraviolet rays. The colours were appreciated 
more by amateur fishers. In my opinion, it 
was the biggest marketing flop of all time. 
Not because they are not great products, 
but because these manufacturers launched 
an extraordinary colour palette that boasts 
revolution, yet most consumers cannot 
explain the overall results.
 When “UV” is written on the packaging of 
a lure it means it is covered with a finish that 
reacts and reflects ambient ultraviolet light, 
even in shallow waters. It magically lights 
up, but your eyes can not see it and that 
is the main problem with this technology 
for the average person. When placed under 
a UV flashlight or a fluorescent black light, 
you will see it in its entirety. The colors then 
explode and become even more visible and 
attractive.
 According to some biologists, some 
sources of miniature food in the form of 
zooplankton or phytoplankton, and even a 
few others a little larger, have scales and skin 
that reflects UV. Predators can easily locate 
them in the water column.

FISHING
 The great thing about lures that react 
to UV is they work just as well under ice, 
when the sky is dark, in tinted or clear water, 
shallow or deep, throwing, trolling, etc. The 
only time they do not really stand out from 
other types of lures is during the night when 
there is no sunlight to make them react. In 
the dark, the glow-in-the-dark colors are 
obviously more visible. 

UV coated lures are the new colourful 
innovation.



From pro-style fishing to father-and-son outings, Smoker Craft boats feature the most impressive 
amenities. Better yet, they all come standard. Substantial rod storage, portable aerated Engel Live Bait 
Coolers, Integrated Gunnel Track System, accessible rigging, cockpit floor drains, automotive-style consoles 
and spacious floorplans deliver a great boating experience for all types of anglers. For 2021, Smoker Craft 
continues to push boundaries and drive innovation by introducing its exclusive new hull design, the Vertex 
Performance Strake. The new VPS Hull provides best in class performance including:

SCAN QR CODE 
TO BUILD YOUR 
FISHING BOATLOG ON. LEARN MORE. SMOKERCRAFT.COM
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FISHING TALK
p a t r i c k  c a m p e a u

PBC

HOW TO USE 
CRANKBAITS
 Like the conventional lures, they can be 
used in different ways. 

•  The slow and alluring retrieve: For this 
technique, you simply hold the fishing 
rod with the tip section aimed toward 
the sky and retrieve slowly and in a 
continuous fashion. This type of retrieve 
is ideal for fishing in shallow water 
above weed beds or other types of 
structure.

•  The twitch (jerky) and erratic retrieve: 
Simply point the rod tip above yourself. 
Then, while retrieving your fishing line, 
you constantly apply twitches of the rod 
tip toward you. 

•  The high-speed retrieve: This is a highly 
effective technique when you require 
a reaction from aggressive predators. 
Simply cast the lure as far as possible 
and retrieve it very quickly without 
applying any twitches.

•  Making contact with different obstacles: 
To attract attention from predators, it 
is recommended to bump your lure 
against objects under water such as 
rocks, mud flats, stumps, branches, etc.

•  “Countdown” Method: “Countdown” 
type lures will fall directly toward the 
bottom at a rate of approximately 1 foot 
per second. You can calculate at which 
depth your lure has achieved before 
starting your retrieve.

•  Trolling: This is an excellent technique 
which allows you to cover a lot of water 
since the lure remains almost 100% of 
the time within the attacking zone of 
the fish versus approximately 60% of the 
time when using a casting application.

•  rolling in an “S” pattern: Another great 
technique to use while trolling is to 
simply perform zigzags with the boat 

to create an S pattern and with the lure 
that is located on the outside, which 
means the opposite direction of where 
the nose of the boat is heading, this 
causes that lure to increase speed while 
the lure located on the inside will slow 
down significantly.

HOW TO USE INLINE 
SPINNERS
 These lures are available in several 
sizes. Spinners in the 0 to 1 size are small 
lures that are used to fool bass in a subtle 
fashion. Since they are very lightweight, it 
is important to use small diameter fishing 
line and a relatively flexible fishing rod to be 
able to obtain a significant casting distance. 
Larger spinners in the 2, 3 and 4 sizes will 
produce lots of vibration and reflections 
in the water. Bass love this type of lure and 
will not hesitate to aggressively attack it. My 
personal favorite spinners are the Mepps 
Aglia, Black Fury, Xtra Deep and Thunder Bug.
 Spinners can be used for trolling or 
casting applications. They should definitely 
find a spot in your tackle box.

HOW TO USE SPOONS
 Most spoons are very attractive and 
effective at drawing attention from predators.
 All these metallic lures have one special 
small feature, they produce a certain 
amount of reflection and vibration which is 
dependent upon their shape, their weight, 
and their swimming action. These are factors 
that could excite the senses of a lake trout.
  Several types of spoons do not require 
additional action to be attractive. Certain 

ones are more effective at a certain trolling 
speed or speed of retrieve. There are spoons 
that will completely change their action if 
they are retrieved too quickly and others 
need to be retrieved more vigorously to 
achieve their proper action in the water. 
 Certain fishermen have a bad habit of 
using their fishing spoon too quickly. This 
causes the spoon’s action to change and 
be no longer effective. The Williams lure 
company has developed a stabilizer with a 
unique ridge and shape allowing you to fish 
at different speeds without changing the 
action of the lure. This ridge works so well 
that both the United States and Canada have 
issued a rare patent to Williams for a fishing 
spoon.
 It is possible to change the action 
of certain thin spoons by modifying their 
original shape. You can change their 
motion by applying a light curve to them.  
Once modified, the action of your Dartee, 
Mooselook, Thinfish and other spoons 
will change in a significant fashion. When 
performing tests, you may be able to 
discover new interesting actions.  h

Good fishing!

Patrick Campeau is a  professional 
fisherman that is a three-time provincial 

champion member inducted into the 
Canadian Pantheon of Fishing. He has 

been writing for PBC and Les Plaisanciers 
magazines since the 1980’s.

Find out more about Patrick Campeau at 
www.pcampeau.com or 

www.facebook.com/
lapassiondepatrickcampeau

The next time you see “UV” on the package, know 
that this is not merely a marketing ploy, and give 
it a try. You may be surprised by the results.

Crankbait like 
Bandit Series 
100 & 200

Spinner like the Comet CLT3 Longtail from Mepps

Spoon like the ully from Williams



THE ALL-NEW SVX OB. MORE AFFORDABLE FUN.

SEE OUR 2021 PRODUCT LINE-UP AT STARCRAFTMARINE.COM

The all-new SVX series proves that fun on the water doesn’t have to come with 
a big price tag. Available in models from 17’ to 23’, all offer sporty performance 
with an all-new deck and hull design that features higher sides for greater 
comfort and a V-pad running surface for better performance and fuel economy. 

SCAN QR CODE 
TO BUILD YOUR 
STARCRAFT
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HANDLE WITH CARE
d u s t y  m i l l e r

PBC

he new models are here, but of 
the inventories have sold out. 
These shortages due greatly to 
COVID-19 has put boats in high 
demand, plus the sudden influx 

of new buyers finding that boating can be 
fun. So, as you start to think about joining 
these excited buyers and getting one of 
your own, take a moment and read ahead 
to make your fantasies a reality.
 Boat builders go to tremendous lengths 
to entice buyers. Sometimes they upgrade 
models with more comfort, features, and 
power options while other times they 
enhance their lineup with entirely new 
models.
 Very often there’s genuine excitement 
with what they introduce. However, most 
of those changes are cosmetic, and you 
must look beyond all the bells and whistles 
and decide what suits your boating 
lifestyle.
 For instance, sometimes when I am 
checking out a new boat and it looks so good 

at the dock, with all its spectacular creature 
comforts, I must force myself to step back 
and consider the quality and construction.
 Most people find it very difficult to 
select one boat over another by looking 
at it in the showroom or the water. After 
all, a new boat gleams from stem to stern. 
It is clean, uncluttered, and seductive. You 
slide in behind the steering wheel and 
the gearshift, and even though it may feel 
comfortable, you are not getting a true 
picture of how that boat suits you or your 
boating lifestyle.
 Obviously, it is a somewhat different 
story when the manufacturer changes the 
hull design, offers more powerful engine 
options, or modifies the power train. 
These changes go beyond cosmetics to 
a degree, but unless the new system has 
radically been modified, the difference in 
performance will rarely be significant.
 Before you go to a dealer or wander 
through a show in-person or online, set 
your priorities and consult with people you 

trust. Also ask yourself, what are the l0 or 
20 most important things you want in your 
boat? Be very specific. The more detailed 
your list, the better your final decision will 
be. When you know exactly what you want, 
you are less likely to be seduced by all the 
bells and whistles.
 Consider where you will be on the water 
most of the time. Do you plan to cruise 
on a small lake, river, or canal, or on larger 
waters such as Georgian Bay or Puget 
Sound? Each of the locations vary greatly, 
as will the demands each location will put 
on the boat you choose.
 You must decide what you will be using 
the boat for. A boat built for wakeboarding 
is quite different from a boat designed 
for fishing. You can get a boat that will do 
both. but you must decide which is more 
important. Remember, the boat you choose 
must be designed for a primary application 
and that must be at the top of your list.
 Another factor to consider is when you 
go boating. If you plan to fish in all kinds 
of weather, from early spring to late fall, 
you will need something different from a 
Fairweather boat that can only handle day 
trips in the summer. If you are looking at a 
larger cruiser, you may need more features 
if you want to take it down the Intracoastal 
Waterway to Florida in the fall and back 
each spring.
 That brings up another factor. How 
many people will you take along? 
 If you plan on two people, including 
yourself, but you will often have guests 
for day trips, consider a model with 
a stateroom, a small galley, and a head. 
You will also want a large cockpit, aft deck 
or even a salon with plenty of room for 
entertaining. If you plan on having guests 
overnight often, maybe look at a model 
with two cabins, a master stateroom aft 
and a forward V-berth so you will have 
privacy. You may even need two heads. If 
one of your frequent guests has bad knees 
or some other physical challenge, consider 

T  

Buying Your Dream Boat

Starcraft SVX 191 OB

Make your fantasy a reality.
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a boat that has only one level, without 
many stairs.
 Now here is where some bells and 
whistles come in. A large television 
and stereo system could be part of Your 
entertainment or an icemaker and wet bar 
topside. 
 Once you have your list of priorities set, 
you will likely be ready to look at some 
models. Be prepared. There is nothing 
more alluring than a new boat, especially to 
someone who has made the decision to buy 
one. As you get swept up in the elegance, 
the fit and finish and the exquisite details, 
remember to step back occasionally, and 
look at your list. Make sure you are getting 
what you need and want. All this will get 
you closer to your decision. But there is one 
more step that is vital: a sea trial.
 I was looking at a boat one time that 
looked good on paper and when I spoke 
to the owner, he told me (every chance 
he got) how well it handled. During the 
sea trial, whenever the boat went over 
the slightest wave the bow rails rattled so 
much, I thought they were coming off. A 

sea trial is particularly important in smaller 
classes under 30 feet. If you have a choice 
between a direct drive and a stern drive, 
try them both. See the difference duo 
props make. Do not just take them out into 
the big water and open them up, go slow 
around the docks and bring the boat up to 
the wall or into a slip. See whether you can 
handle the boat comfortably. If you cannot 
you likely will not take it out.
 It is not as important to take out 
larger cruisers because handling is not 
as much of an issue. You are dealing with 
a slower moving craft and your pleasure 
is not as predicated on speed as much 
as it is on accommodation. However, if 
you take a large boat out and it strains to 
get up on plane, imagine how difficult it 
will be with the added weight of guests, 
food, etc. Sometimes boats are under-
powered. You should not have to pay the 
price fora model that can hardly get out 
of its own slip, unless you want a vessel 
you can moor in a slip at your favorite 
marina and use as a cottage. Then the 
power does not matter as much as the 

accommodation and features.
 So here are your steps: set your priorities 
with all the detail you can manage. Then go 
see the boat. Look beyond the features and 
figure out what the manufacturer had in 
mind for this boat. What are its strengths? 
Do they match your needs? Be prepared to 
make trade-offs but be sure the boat meets 
your demands.
 Aim for 100 per cent. If the boat you are 
considering hits 80 per cent of your wish 
list, buy it. You should be happy with your 
purchase.
 Go through the boat and check every 
system. Flip every switch, turn every knob, 
open every cupboard, look under all the 
seats - make sure every-thing does what 
it is supposed to. Look to see whether 
the doors fit perfectly in their frames, the 
latches are easy to use and there is nothing 
sticking out to catch you or your clothes 
when you walk by.
 There is no greater pleasure than taking 
your new boat out for a spin. If you do your 
homework before buying it, that pleasure 
will last a long, long time.  h

874, chemin des Patriotes 
Saint-Mathias-sur-Richelieu Qc J3L 6A2
mathiasmarine.com
Phone : (450) 864-1045

YOUR DEALER
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GEAR GALLERYPBC

New Tackle 
for 2021

GARMIN QUATIX 6X SOLAR  
Garmin’s new quatix 6X Solar marine GPS smartwatch features solar charging. Its 
unique power-replenishing feature uses the sun’s energy to extend battery life up 
to 24 days. Designed for life on the water, the quatix 6X Solar is preloaded with 
specialized boating, fishing, and cruising capabilities such as nautical charting, and 
includes comprehensive connectivity and built-in activity profiles for a variety of 
water and land sports. www.buy.garmin.com

SEAGUAR INSHORE 
LEADER MATERIAL
From fishing skinny water such as tropical 
flats to working bays and rivers, Seaguar’s 
new leader material is built to handle the 
toughest inshore challenges. Made from 100 
percent custom Seaguar resins, Inshore offers 
incredible abrasion resistance with maximum 
impact and knot strength. It sinks faster 
and is significantly less visible underwater 
than mono, and offers the famous Seaguar 
performance in an economical fluorocarbon 
that’s perfect for inshore fishing situation. 
www.seaguar.com

SHIMANO VANFORD 
2500 SPINNING REEL 

Sculpted from over a decade of engineering 
advancement, the Vanford series is said 
to test the boundaries of spinning reel 
technology. Built upon a CI4+ body for a 
lightweight feel and carbon rigidity, the 
Vanford incorporates a new Magnum Lite 
Rotor for up to 48 percent less rotational 
inertia than traditional rotor construction. 
The cold-forged Hagane gear combined 
with Silent Drive and MicroModule Gear 
II produce Vanford’s smooth rotational 
performance while the Long Stroke Spool 
increases casting distance. www.fish.
shimano.com

SHIMANO SP-ORCA FB 150S 
BAITFISH LURE
 
This new lure from Shimano is a sinking “pencil popper” that features the company’s 
lifelike holographic design and innovative Flash Boost technology consisting of 
reflective foil suspended on springs that’s designed to emit fish-attracting flashes. 
Combined with the lure’s side-to-side wobble while sinking, the new lure mimics the 
action of a distressed or dying bait-
fish. Shimano’s Propulsion Weight 
Transfer System features an internal 
weight that slides back during the 
cast, then springs forward when 
the lure hits the water, providing 
exceptional casting distances. 
www.fish.shimano.com



FISH FIGHTER
GO BIG WITH A TRUE

Tackles Big Water, Yet Versatile Enough for Smaller Lakes

The new FM1775 WT Fishing Machine is bred for fierce fishability. 

At 17’9” with a top-rated 115 hp Mercury ProXS outboard, the 1775 

bridges the gap between family-friendly and trophy hunter. It’s packed        

with features including a Lowrance® Hook2 4X, MotorGuide® X3-45FW, 

2 massive livewells, center and side rod lockers, huge casting spaces, 

and a ski pylon option for your thrill seekers. It’s all the boat you want.
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FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT 
LOWEBOATS.COM/LOCATE-DEALER
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PENN BATTLE III REELS
The new Penn Battle III is now equipped with the company’s proprietary 
CNC gear technology, HT-100 carbon fiber drag system, and a full metal 
body to give it the strength and drag to handle serious saltwater abuse. 
Said to be stronger, smoother, and more durable than ever before, the 
Battle III series has a model for every angler at an excellent value with sizes 
ranging from 1000 to 10000, along with some select sizes available in high-
speed ratios. www.pennfishing com

RAPALA X-RAP 
MAGNUM XPLODE
Designed to trigger and withstand the most vicious 
strikes from the biggest gamefish, Rapala’s new X-Rap 
Magnum Xplode is said to be the popper that extreme 
anglers have been waiting for. The lure features 
a custom, low-position line-tie that pulls the lure 
downward when retrieved, causing the deep-cupped 
face to create a monumental surface explosion with 
every rod sweep. It’s available in six colors and two 
sizes, 5¼” and 6¾”, and is armed with VMC 6X Tropic 
Spark Point Hooks. www.rapala.com

EAGLE CLAW INSHORE RODS
Eagle Claw’s new Inshore Rods are designed with the strength and durability to stand up to all types of inshore saltwater 
species and techniques. The lightweight and durable 30-ton graphite blanks offer strength while also enabling sensitivity, and 
each rod is constructed with tangle-free Sea Guides for long, accurate casts. The graphite reel seat is lightweight, and the rods 
feature textured EVA handles for comfort. There are six models in the line in two lengths, 7’ and 7’6’’, as well as a 7’ take-down 
travel rod with case. www.eagleclaw.com

BUBBA EXTENDABLE NET 
The all-new Bubba Carbon Fiber Extendable Fishing Net is the strongest and 
most durable extendable net on the market, according to the company. Unlike 
most telescoping nets that become weak when fully extended, the Bubba net 
is designed to withstand up to 30 pounds of force while fully extended. The 
handle will extend from 36” to 53” with a click of a button. The net features 
Bubba’s iconic nonslip grip, die-cast aluminum yoke, and PVC-coated nylon 
netting. www.bubba.com

GEAR GALLERYPBC
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YOUR DEALER

in Ontario, Québec, Maritimes, 
and Lake Champlain

S36 S40 S45 Virtess  420SR41R40 R55

REAL POWER MEETS REAL COMFORT
The cockpit table can be converted into a sun bed in only a few steps, allowing you a unique 
feeling of freedom on sunny days.

This level of comfort is palpable on the entire BAVARIA S33. Options such as a grill, a refrigerator 
in the cockpit, a teak bathing platform and many other features enhance the exterior.

BAVARIA
S33

MM_PBC_FullPage_Bavaria_S33.indd   1MM_PBC_FullPage_Bavaria_S33.indd   1 2021-04-30   13:442021-04-30   13:44
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For over a century, a league of canned crusaders have been fighting to keep boats safe from barnacles, slime, algae and other 

aquatic evils that rob your boat of its true performance. With advanced know-how and unique capabilities, each antifouling is 

tailored to different conditions, and has the power to defeat fouling in all its forms.

Micron® CSC is a highly dependable and steadfast polishing antifouling for boaters, boatyards and builders, providing heroic 

protection in all waters and trusted by boaters and boatyards everywhere. Its polishing action wears away at a controlled rate, 

reducing paint build-up and achieving consistent performance across multiple seasons in all waters.

For super-powered antifouling protection and proven performance, choose Interlux®.

THE HERO YOUR BOAT DESERVES!
interlux.comA
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HUMMINBIRD 
COASTMASTER CHARTS
Humminbird CoastMaster charts deliver the infor-
mation needed for center console anglers to fish 
and navigate with confidence, offering complete 
coverage for all U.S. coastal waters on a single card. 
Anglers can identify fish-holding areas by utilizing 
detailed depth contours, points of interest, naviga-
tional aids, and predictive tides and currents. And 
as part of the One-Boat Network, anglers can pair 
a Humminbird chartplotter and Minn Kota trolling 
motor with i-Pilot Link to automatically follow a 
depth contour. www.humminbird.com

MICRO G KILCHIS 
FISHING SHOES
Under Armour’s new Micro G Kilchis shoes, perfect 
for active center console fishermen on both inshore 
and offshore grounds, feature highly breathable, 
fast-drying uppers with welded synthetic overlays 
to protect against abrasion, as well as a full-length 
Micro G foam insole for responsive, long-lasting 
cushioning. Ports built into medial and lateral sides 
of the midsole provide fast water drainage, and 
non-marking rubber outsoles maximize contact 
for an outstanding grip on wet, slippery surfaces. 
www.underarmour.com
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For over a century, a league of canned crusaders have been fighting to keep boats safe from barnacles, slime, algae and other 

aquatic evils that rob your boat of its true performance. With advanced know-how and unique capabilities, each antifouling is 

tailored to different conditions, and has the power to defeat fouling in all its forms.

Micron® CSC is a highly dependable and steadfast polishing antifouling for boaters, boatyards and builders, providing heroic 

protection in all waters and trusted by boaters and boatyards everywhere. Its polishing action wears away at a controlled rate, 

reducing paint build-up and achieving consistent performance across multiple seasons in all waters.

For super-powered antifouling protection and proven performance, choose Interlux®.

THE HERO YOUR BOAT DESERVES!
interlux.comA
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OKUMA ITX CARBON SPINNING REELS
Lightweight and rigid C-40X long-strand carbon fiber is featured in the body, 
side plates and rotor, and a machined aluminum handle screws directly into 
the reel. The eight HPB ball bearing system keeps the reel running smoothly, 

and a machined aluminum two-tone anodized spool is surrounded by Okuma’s 
cyclonic flow rotor system that sweeps water away from the center of the reel. 
ITX reels feature a multidisc, carbon fiber drag system with hydro-block gasket 

keeping your drag dry and running smooth. www.okumafishing.com

FUSION XS SERIES SPORTS 
STYLE SPEAKERS
 
Fusion Entertainment- a Garmin brand- add two non-illuminated speakers options 
and a non-illuminated subwoofer option to its existing XS Series collection. 
Designed to deliver high-performance acoustics and enhanced styling to your boat 
at a great price. Available in three styles- classic, sports and sports with RGB LED 
lighting options and with marine specific design elements, boaters can also create 
a 2.1 audio zone by connecting two speakers and a subwoofer directly to a Fusion 
multi-zone stereo with DSP without the need of an externa amplifier. The result, a 
durable and high quality speaker for fun days on the water.   
www.fusionentertainment.com   h
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An optional 12/24V trolling motor allows fishers to move quietly. The Mercury Max 115 HP outboard is incredibly powerful with a wide 
range of applications.
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PBC TRAILER TEST #1694

think the name says it all… Smoker Craft 
176 Excursion Pro DC, brand new for 
2021 model year, the Excursion series has 
everything that you would want in a fish-
ing boat and looks captivating on the 

water. It has a tough and unique hull design 
built on Smoker Craft’s Vertex Performance 
Strake™ Hull, and striking colour options 
(Silver Metallic and Blue). These beautiful col-
ours are applied using Smoker Craft’s twice 
baked Urethane paint process. 

This is a 17-foot-8-inch boat with an 
88-inch beam, a dual-console layout with 
walkthrough windshield, and it is jam packed 
with features. The excursion is a mid-sized 
fishing boat that offers you all the amenities 
for a great day on the water at an incredible 
value. Some of these pro features include a 
deep cockpit, great free board, a raised bow 
deck and lots of rod storage.

You may notice the size of this boat. The 
Excursion Pro takes from Smoker Craft’s pre-
vious top-of-the-line models and delivers 
them in a more compact version, allowing 
it to be easier to trailer and easier to afford. 
With this interesting approach, there are end-
less possibilities. There is still lots of space in 
the boat providing uncrowded comfort to 
fish without worry all day long. 

Smoker Craft began its boat-building leg-
acy in 1921. Initially, the company was in the 
production of oars and paddles and went by 
the name of the Smoker Lumber Company. 

However, many years later they found them-
selves beginning to make their own boats in 
1963. Before, they primarily only built most of 
the components used in boat production for 
some time. As they began production of their 
own boats, they went outside of the box and 
decided to build the boats from aluminum 
for its light weight, strength, and durability 
which is easy to maintain. 

The Smoker Craft 176 Excursion Pro DC is 
a great example of the company’s commit-
ment to building boats, while also living the 
boating life. They know what a boater wants 
because they are boaters themselves with 
five generations in their wake.  

One thing I really like about the 176 
Excursion Pro DC is that the locking rod 
boxes in the cockpit that adorn both the 
port and starboard side are top loading 
and provide a great place to kneel with sta-
bility when pulling tonight’s dinner out of 
the water. As you drive back home, enjoy 
the comfortable swivel seats. The dash is 
equipped with everything you need: your 
fuel gauge, voltmeter, speedometer, and 
tachometer, and the steering wheel is com-
fortably designed, able to tilt up or down to 
your preference. 

Equipped with a 20-gallon aerated live 
well, vinyl floor and a trolling motor plug, 
there are only a few options that you would 
need to add if at all, depending on your 
wants and needs to add a few luxury features 

A compact fishing boat with all of the top-of-the-
line features brought to you by Smoker Craft, a 
company ingrained in boating history.

I
By Captain Chris Kourtakis 

Smoker Craft 176 
Excursion Pro DC

The dash is equipped with everything you need: fuel 
guage, voltmeter, speedometer, and tachometer.
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SMOKER CRAFTPBC

to the boat such as a 3-bank battery char-
ger. You can also add on features such as a 
Sonar Unit, Trim Gauge, Depth Gauge, Quick 
Disconnect, a Snap-On Mooring cover and 
much more. 

The Smoker Craft 176 Excursion Pro DC 
is equipped with the max 115 HP outboard 
which is Incredibly powerful with a wide 
range of applications. They are crafted with 
less weight in mind and high displacement, 
they generate a lot of torque and power. 
This allows them to not work as hard, mak-

ing the boat plane faster and accelerate bet-
ter, in the end winning in fuel efficiency and 
cruising speed. 

The Excursion Pro DC provides you with 
top-of-the-line acceleration and will get you 
to your favorite fishing spot quickly and in 
style. Add in one of the best warranties in 
the boating industry and Smoker Craft’s 
proven history and heritage, the 176 DC is 
a must fish mid-sized fishing boat that will 
make you the talk of the lake and the envy of 
all others at the boat launch.  h

Max Horsepower: 115 hp
Beam: 88 in
Dry Weight: 1183 lb
Max Capacity: 700lbs
Number of Seats: 3
Max Persons: 5 / 700 lbs
Interior Depth: 23 in
Bottom Gauge: .100
Side Gauge: 070
Fuel Capacity: 24 gal
Length: 17’8”
Depth: 34
Transom Height: 20 in
Deadrise at Transom: 12 deg
MSRP: $31,578 w/ a 115HP Yamaha.   

Does not include trailer.

For more information:
www.smokercraft.com

SMOKER CRAFT 
176 DC EXCURSION

SPECIFICATIONS

The 186 Excursion Pro has an uncrowned interior, allowing comfort and ease when fishing all day.



BUILD YOUR OWN SUNCHASER PONTOON AT 

SUNCHASERBOATS.COM

Oh they’ll be smiling all right. After all, what’s not to love about a SunChaser?  It’s 
the perfect pontoon for fishing, cruising, or just dropping anchor and practicing 
cannonballs. We know you never want to get off the pontoon, and with a full 
console, rounded bow, recessed cup holders, and a changing room on board you 
might not have to. 

So c’mon, Dad. See your dealer for a test spin.
Now look who’s smiling.
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The Fish Pro is equipped with a sturdy 51L cooler, four rod holders, various 
storage for gear and bait, and more.

The Fish pro goes where the fish hide, even in shallow water.
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TRAILER TEST #1695

o me, teasing fish is one of the 
most beautiful outdoor activities. 
Its relaxing, fun, and you can do it 
on your own, with your family, or 
with friends. Each season, fishing 

allows us to enjoy the beauty of Mother 
Nature, escape our hectic everyday life, 
and experience the challenges of chasing 
specific targeted species of fish. 

Did you know, in Canada there are more 
fishing enthusiasts than there are hockey 
players and golfers combined? I think 
fishing should replace hockey and become 
our national sport!

Passion
I have been in love fishing from a 

very young age. I made this passion into 
a full-time career, and I have been in this 
profession for 34 years now. During the 
past few decades, I earned 3 Quebec 
Championships, I vaulted to the top 7 on 
seven occasions in different Canadian 
Championships, and I was inducted into the 
Canadian Fishing Hall of Fame. 

For two decades, I have been using 
both large and small boats from the Lund 
Boats Company. These incredibly sturdy 
boats, which are designed specifically for 
the needs of serious fishermen, respond 
marvellously to your needs, and allows you 
to navigate confidently on all bodies of 
water. In my eyes, there is nothing better! 

For Testing
Two years ago, Marc Lacroix from Sea-

Doo contacted me and explained to me 

how BRP developed a revolutionary fishing 
watercraft: The Fish Pro 170 model. I have 
known Marc for an exceptionally long time, 
and he let me use one of these models for 
a few weeks so I could give him with my 
sincere opinion. 

I was hesitant at first. I live on the shores 
of a rocky and shallow body of water (the 
Mille-Iles River), and I had an extremely 
limited experience with this type of craft. 
However, I accepted and went on several 
fishing excursions with her.

Motorization
The 170 horsepower Rotax 1630 is 

extremely powerful and versatile. You can 
reach spikes of 86km/h in speed, which is 
incredible for this type of watercraft. The 
trolling fishing application, with its diverse 
speeds, is truly remarkable. You can easily 
pursue several species according to their 
level of aggressiveness and their seasonal 
migrations. 

While moving between fishing spots, 
it is a pleasant and smooth drive with the 
Eco mode, or for more sporty rides and 
lightning accelerations via the Sport mode. 
Its 70-liter gas tank assures peace-of-mind.

Design
This PWC is incredibly stable and 

inspires a high level of confidence even for 
novice watercraft drivers like me.

The seat is very comfortable for 
excursions, and the ergonomics are very well 
thought out for different postures. When I 
tried out the angular ledge footrests, I was 

Sea-doo goes fishing with this versatile, 
simple, and well thought out machine.

By Patrick Campeau

T

Sea-Doo
Fish Pro 170

The long rear platform is stable and ideal for 
teasing fish while standing.

PBC
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SEA-DOO

pleasantly surprised with their comfort. 
They are very practical within waves or 
when you cross other boats.

The extended platform offers tons 
of interesting possibilities for fishing 
in a stand-up fashion, and the boarding 
ladder is very handy for climbing back on 
board after swimming. There is also lots of 
upfront storage which is very convenient. 

Equipment
The LinQ attachment accessory system 

is remarkable and incredibly solid. Sea-Doo 
offers a wide and diversified range for all 
tastes.

When it comes to depth sounder/
GPS, my go to is Garmin. The addition of 
the ECHOMAP Plus 62cv Fish Finder with 
integrated depth sounder makes it very 
simple. At the time, I had always thought 

it would be innovative to be able to add 
more detailed bathymetric mapping with 
maps like the G3 or others. Luckily, we can 
now download navigation maps with the 
new model.  

 Standard rod holders deserve a 
mention as well. The 51-liter cooler with 
a built-in work surface is perfect, and the 
rubberized netting to store a tackle box is 
well thought out and convenient. 

Fishability 
(invented word that I often use)

This high-performance craft allows 
you to traverse areas where several other 
types of motorized boats would have hard 
time accessing. It allows you to explore 
new spots and pursue fish that have 
experienced less pressure.

It is more than satisfying. However, 
when it is windy or there is current, it 

would be great to have a small support 
electric motor to assist in staying on the 
course.  

New 
For 2021, the biggest innovation for the 

Fish Pro is the Intelligent Debris-Free pump 
system (IDF) which unclogs the watercraft’s 
intake. You can go fishing in shallow 
areas where the fish are hiding, without 
having to worry about the accumulation of 
different types of weeds.  

 

Summary 
The Fish Pro from Sea-Doo boasts 

versatility, maneuverability, accessibility, 
simplicity and is a well thought out fishing 
machine. 

This product is available in green or 
yellow, and there is now a new blue color 
added to the range as well.   h

Wow… that’s a dream dock with two great fishing machines, a 1975 Lund Pro V with a Mercury Pro 
XS 225 and a fully equipped Sea-Doo Fish Pro 170.

For more information visit:
www.sea-doo.com 

SEA-DOO 
FISH PRO 170

Length:  146.8” / 373.4 cm

Width:  49.4” / 125.5cm

Dry Weight:  858 lb / 389 kg

Fuel:  18.5 US gals / 70 L

Rider Capacity:  3

MSRP:  approx. $19,399

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

PBC
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A fresh new redesign from Lund 
Boats perfectly combines a fish 
and ski boat, making it a unique 

crossover with 36 different colour 
combinations. A perfect aluminum 
fishing boat, the Lund Crossover XS is 
special for its versatility, built upon a 
long legacy in Lund fishing boats.

Lund has been around since the 
1940’s, there first boat being an 
aluminum duck boat. Lund boats are 
made in the small town of New York 
Mills, Minnesota with a population 
of just over 1000 people. They have 
perfected their aluminum boat crafting 
over the years, and in 2022, they are 

going to continue with their line of 
aluminum and fiberglass hulls.

The Crossover XS comes with various 
power options, but our suggestion is 
the Mercury 115 EX. Those wanting a 
little more, the 175 will lift it up and 
give you a lot more air under the hull, 
which naturally take a little more 
precise throttling. The new Crossover 
XS is available in two sizes, 1875 and 
1775. Built upon Lund’s exclusive IPS 
hull, it provides a stable and smooth 
ride with the flat pad in the center of 
the hull delivering clean water to the 
motor and creating maximum lift and 
drag reducing. This boat can traverse 

anywhere from back woods areas to 
open water allowing total exploration 
and freedom. 

At the center is a two-tier rod locker 
which can store up to ten rods up to 
7’ in length, and additional or longer 
rods can be stored in the large open 
side lockers. If that is not enough, 
there is massive center floor storage. 
There, you will find room for lifejackets, 
wakeboards, and skis. 

At the aft are flip up Jump Seats 
allowing even more storage under the 
seats. The speakers throughout the boat 
make for an immersive sound experience 
with a Kicker Stereo with 2 MB Quart 

Lund 
Crossover XS
Lund’s new Crossover XS comes in two models, 
1875 and 1775   By Eric Vienneau
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S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

Length:  17’ 10” / 18’ 10”
Width:  95” 
Weight:  2653 lbs
Beam Width:  95”
Deadrise:  
Fuel Capacity:  28 gals/ 35 gals
Engine base:  Mercury 115 EX
Capacity:  7/8 persons
MSRP:  Approx. $38,800 with Merc 115EX

 

For more information 
www.lundboats.com 

Speakers, and integrated LED interior 
lighting in bow and cockpit. 

The cock pit is wide and spacious 
with updated console switches and 
panels, with room for a Flush Mount 
Fish Finder Chart Plotter and a stand-
alone fish finder. The steering wheel is 
effortless with a sleek design and can 
tilt up or down to your preference, and 
in front of all this is an elegant wrap-
around windshield. 

There are many different options 
available for features in the XS series. 
The rear livewells range from your 
most basic aerated livewell, to the 
Prolong livewell with Max-Air fresh 

air injection and recirculation, to the 
ultimate Prolong Plus Livewell. There 
is an optional aft sun pad, and a rock-
solid ski pilon for the wakeboarders 
and skiers which can be stored away 
easily when not in use. 

The Crossover XS delivers amazing 
versatility, meeting the high standard 
of fishing boats Lund has been known 
for. For example, Lund Is endorsed 
by Patrick Campeau, a pro fisher out 
of Quebec, Canada, and they have 
been involved in competitive fishing 
competitions for several years. With 
over 60 years of high-quality boats, 
Lund is looking to satisfying the thrill 

seekers and the fishers all at the same 
time with this new Crossover XS.  h
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Yamaha Announces 
 NEW V6 

By Eric Vienneau

Outboard for 2021
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A s 2021 kicks into full gear, 
three major products are being 
released by Yamaha. At the 

head of the pack is an upgraded series 
of V6 Offshore outboards, with com-
pliments from a series of Saltwater 
Series II HP propellers and a flush side 
mount DEC for the Helm Master EX 
control system. 

“The new, updated F300 and F250 
4.2-liter V6 Offshore outboards now 
have many of the benefits previously 
only available on the XTO Offshore. 
Combining a high performance, 

Yamaha Announces 
 

Volume 36 Number 1 | Power Boating Canada 

NEW V6 The NEW Yamaha V6 

Outboard is the most 

feature rich in the 

history of Yamaha 

products

big block V6 engine featuring out-
standing power and fuel efficiency, 
Yamaha brings new levels of conve-
nience and control to a proven per-
former,” said Ben Speciale, President, 
Yamaha U.S. Marine Business Unit.

Yamaha V6 Offshore
There is availability of Digital 

Electric Steering (DES) and Thrust 
Enhancing Reverse Exhaust (TERE) 
system, both of which are Yamaha 
exclusives. The DES only uses bat-
tery amperage when actively in use 
and is easier to rig than convention-
al steering systems. This creates an 
uncluttered bilge. The TERE keeps 
exhaust bubbles above the ani-ven-
tilation plate and out of the propel-
ler below 2500 rpm when in reverse 
and is effective when combined with 
the DES and Helm Master EX Full 
Maneuverability to make movement 
easier around docks and confined 
spaces. 

Another feature includes exclusive 
TotalTilt ™ allowing complete tilt up 
from any position with a simple dou-
ble push of the “UP” trim/tilt button. 
Also, the same double push of the 
“DOWN” trim/tilt button performs a 
full tilt down (until trim ram contact). 
To prevent corrosion and unintended 
damage, there is a new built-in inte-
grated tilt limiter.

The brand new V6 Offshore out-
boards are the most feature rich V6 
outboard in the history of Yamaha 
products while still having the sleek, 
customer-preferred design as before. 
With added durability and carrying 
on its look inspired by its big broth-
er- the XTO- V6 Offshore outboards 
come in pearlescent white or signa-
ture Yamaha gray. 
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Yamaha’s NEW V6

Yamaha Flush,  
Side-mount DEC for 
Helm Master EX

Complimenting the V6, the new 
flush, side-mount DEC for Helm 
Master EX is bringing the benefits of 
Helm Master EX to more boats. With 
an easy-to-install design, the smooth 
and exact control gives boat builders 

and dealers flexibility when rigging 
luxury pontoons, premium dual con-
soles and single engine craft. This is 
available beginning April 2021.

Yamaha Saltwater 
Series II HP Propellers

A new version of the esteemed 
Saltwater Series II propeller, the “HP” 

version maximizes speed on cer-
tain lightweight V6 applications 
that are not surface piercing. They 
are designed specifically for light 

weight boats that are using Yamahas 
4.2-litre V6 Offshore and 4.2litre 
V MAX SHO® 25-ing X-shaft plat-
form. With new blade geometry, the 
Saltwater Series II HP Propeller pro-
vides potentially higher top speed in 
certain applications. 

Featuring Yamahas patented 
Shift Dampener System, all Saltwater 
Series II HP propellers reduce shift 
“clunk.” They will be available in 
18-inch, 19-inch, 20-inch, and 21-inch 
pitches beginning in March 2021. 

For more information go to  
https://www.yamaha-motor.ca/en  h

Yamaha Saltwater 
Series II HP 
Propellers

MATHIAS MARINE #2
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6Luxury
YACHTS & CRUISERSYACHTS & CRUISERS  

ABSOLUTE 62 FLY
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with luxury from 

the United States, 

Italy, Germany, 

England, France 

and Spain, 

priced between 

$1 million to 

$4.5 million.

Life just doesn’t 
get any better! 

By Captain 
Chris Kourtakis

Luxury
YACHTS & CRUISERSYACHTS & CRUISERS  
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Ayacht builder that will one day be a household 
name to boating families has been building boats 

for over 40 years (1978) in Giebelstadt Germany where it 
employs over 550 boatbuilders.  Bavaria Yachts is proud 
to be on the most modern manufacturing facilities in 
the world.  Known for its sailing yachts, Bavaria pro-
duced its first powerboat in 2001.
 When Bavaria set out to design and launch the 
R55, they wanted design something unparalleled.  
Something that would set the benchmark for other 
builders.  A yacht that was respectful of its heritage, had 
modern and sleek designs, but would not become out-
dated in future years.  The result was a yacht that turns 
heads and performs amazingly on the water. A true 
transformation of what we have come to expect from 
yacht builders.  
 From the design, high quality leathers and the finest 
woods combined with well-balanced colors make you 
feel at home when you are onboard.  The open areas are 
meticulously crafted to be inviting but provide enough 
privacy when needed. With three cabins and three 

separate heads the design and layout for a boat this size 
stands out from the others in this size range.  
 The architecture on the outside is no different.  From 
the large forward bow pad to the spacious bridge lay-
out the R55 incorporates just about everything that 
you would want and need for a remarkable day on the 
water. Powered by Volvo’s IPS system, the R55 can reach 
speeds near 35 mph.  
 With a pair of standard twin Volvo Penta D8 (600 hp) 
each, I would expect cruising speed to be around 25 mph 
with a top speed just over 30 mph.  With the optional 
D11’s (725 HP each), top speed should be over 35 mph. 
With the IPS pod drive set up, the counter rotating props 
that are forward facing will be considerably more efficient 
than a straight shaft installation.  This will help with fuel 
consumption and extend the range of the yacht.    
 The design team for the R55 has truly launched an 
everlasting work of genius. With energy as soon as you 
step on board, the R55 is the perfect blend of sporty 
and luxury tied into one with a high degree of precision 
engineering and quality yacht construction.            

TWIN VOLVO PENTA’S 
PUSHING 600 BIG HORSES 

AND TOP SPEED 30 MPG PLUS

LOA
58’ 10” / 17.95m
...........................
Beam
15’3” / 4.67 m
...........................
Empty Weight
42,990 lbs / 
19.500 kg
approx.
...........................  
Fuel Capacity
2 x 264 US gals
...........................
Capacity
12 Persons
...........................
Engines
Volvo Peta 
D8 (600 hp) 
with optional 
D11’s (725 HP)
...........................

MSRP: Approx

$2.2M CAD

Bavaria R55
6 LUXURY YACHTS & CRUISERS

www.bavariayachts.com 
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MSRP: Approx

$2.2M CAD

With over 150 years and counting (1870 – 2020), 
Cranchi is one of the premier boat builders in the 

world. Stared by Giovanni Cranchi on the shore of Lake 
Como Cranchi Yachts has grown into a capital company 
that has a dealer network on six continents and in over 
fifty countries.    
 With a vast selection of offerings, the E26 is an 
innovative bowrider that can be used as a luxury day 
tender or a runabout for wakeboarding. The flagship 
is the all-new 78 Settantotto.  This modern classic is 
more than just beautiful, she is a work of art inspired 
by the city of Venice. Italian design and style can be 
seen throughout as the decor stands out for its sur-
prising accents: orange leather and lacquers, warm-
toned marbles, mirrored glass with amber reflections 
and a lively contrast between glossy and matte sur-
faces. The development of the 78 was in collabora-
tion between Research Studies Center of Cranchi 
Yachts and Christian Grande, who was entrusted with 
the art direction.
 Every square inch of the yacht is designed for social 

gatherings and entertaining. Whether you are on the 
bridge, in the main salon, swim platform or bow of the 
boat, you will be amazing with the attention to detail 
and how everything is well thought out and meticu-
lously designed.
 The Settantotto is one of the most technological 
yachts currently being built and, on the water, today. 
Each area of the yacht is equipped with an entertain-
ment and home automation system to make your expe-
rience even more enjoyable and comfortable.  The 
system can be easily controlled from your smartphone 
or the navigational panel. 
 Powered by three Volvo Penta D13 (1000 HP each) 
with IPS3 pods this yacht can cruise comfortably at 
23-25mph from one destination to the next with a top 
speed around 30-33 mph. With a range around 430 
miles, you will not need to worry about stopping for fuel 
anytime soon.  There are also two generators to provide 
power to the entire yacht when away from the dock.  
 If there is a yacht that you want to fall in love with, 
this is the one!

LOA
82’6”
...........................
Beam
76’4”
...........................
Dry Weight
57000 lbs approx.
...........................  
Fuel Capacity
1563 US gals 
approx.
...........................
Capacity
18 Persons
...........................
Engines
three Volvo 
Penta D13 
(1000 HP each)
...........................

MSRP: Approx

$3.9M U.S.

THREE VOLVO PENTA 
D13 MOTORS PUSHING 

1000 HP WITH IPS 3’S

Cranchi 78
www.cranchi.com   |  www.polisenomarine.ca 
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Nestled in the quaint town of Oconto Wisconsin, 
just north of Green Bay you will find one of the 

best quality boat builders in the world. Having visited 
the Cruisers Yachts plant on multiple occasions, the 
only thing that changes is their quality and strive to 
build the best boat possible.  
 Since 1904 Cruisers Yachts has been building qual-
ity boats for families across north. In 1959 they start-
ed using fiberglass. Since then, they have continued 
their rich boat building tradition.
 The 60 Cantius’s style is sleek and elegant.  The 
engineers have thought of just about everything and 
have utilized every useful square inch of the vessel to 
provide the best layout possible.  
 One of the unique designs and functionality of 
this yacht is bow lounger.  Designed with comfort 
and luxury in mind, it can be argued that this is the 
best seat on the yacht.  Laying on the lounger with 
the sunshade up reminds you of a beach side cabana 

where to warm summer air blows through while you 
watch the perfect sun set. The large crescent lounge 
that spreads across the bow just behind the two sun 
pads adds to the ambiance of the setting.
 Powered by a pair of Volvo Penta’s 950 (725 hp 
each) IPS pod drives, cruising speed should be 
around 25 mph with a top speed around 35 mph 
at 2,600 rpms. Placing the IPS system into the low 
power mode, docking will be a snap for any captain, 
especially with the rear joystick on the outer cockpit 
area. Place the motors in high power mode on a 
windy day will keep anyone’s confidence up, espe-
cially if you are transitioning from a smaller cruiser 
to this larger yacht.      
 The Cantius’ design is a breath of fresh air and I 
can’t wait to see what Cruisers Yachts brings to the 
market next. There is a model for everyone that surely 
will not disappoint. You will be the talk of the marina 
for summers to come!

LOA
59’10” / 18.24m
...........................
Beam
16’ / 4.9m
...........................
Draft
48” / 1.27m 
...........................  
Fuel Capacity
647 gals / 2449 L
...........................
Weight Approx.
53,000 lbs / 24040 kg
...........................
Engines
Pair of  
Volvo Penta’s 950 
(725 hp each)
...........................

MSRP: Approx

$1M U.S.

Cruisers 60 Cantius
6 LUXURY YACHTS & CRUISERS

www.cruisersyachts.com 

POWERED BY A PAIR OF 
VOLVO PENTA’S 950 

(725 HP EACH) 
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MSRP: Approx

$1M U.S.

I n 1962 Don Aronow founded Formula and from there the 
rich history of Formula boats was created. From the intro-

duction of the Formula 280 Sun Sport in 1994 which revo-
lutionized day boating to the introduction of the Formula 
FAS³TECH hulls in 1996, Formula Boats has been trend set-
ters over the years while winning countless awards along 
the way.
 The all-new 500 Super Sport Crossover provides you 
with the ride and handling that you have come to expect 
with Formula offshore boats combined with the unpar-
alleled amenities and luxury that you find in Formula’s 
Performance Cruisers. From the enclosed coupe-top salon 
to the aft lounge bar, the 500 SSC is a true evolution and 
culmination of the Formula SmartZone™ concept. From 
the full bow lounge forward to the expansive extended 
swim platform aft, you will find air-conditioned comfort and 
entertainment. A full-width motorized glass salon bulkhead 
allows you to choose your degree of separation or shared 
fun with the aft cockpit lounges and bar areas.
 With a complete galley, large convertible U-lounge and 
head with a separate shower, the cabin provides you with 
all the conveniences that you have come to expect on a 

larger boat. Completing the cabin layout is the separate 
stateroom to the aft with a queen berth and sofa. Topside, 
there is a rear facing bar with pullout bar caddy, outside 
seating arrangement including bar stools and U-shaped 
lounge area with a retractable sunshade.  The swim plat-
form is large, while the bow seating arrangement can seat 
six to eight comfortably around the telescoping table that 
can be lowered to fill in the entire bow area.  
 Powered by quad Mercury 600 HP 7.6L V12 Verados 
with 33P props, the 500 should top out around 66 mph 
at 6,400 rpms. Cruising speed is an astonishing 50 mph at 
5,000 rpms. Time to plane is a mere 6 seconds or less.  The 
two-speed transmission will also help with fuel consump-
tion at the higher 4,500+ rpms. The combined 2,400 HP 
engines can be installed close together because of the 
all-new design.  The lower units turn, not the motors, giv-
ing Formula room to install larger power on the transom. 
Spacing the engines only 4” apart, the installation is clean 
and effective.  
 If you want to turn heads at the dock, this is the boat. 
With the offshore speeds, handling, and power, the adven-
tures are limitless.

LOA
53’4” / 16.26 m
...........................
Max. Beam
14’6” / 4.42 m
...........................
Approx. Weight
41,400 lbs / 
18,788 kg
...........................  
Fuel Capacity
650 gal / 2,460 L
...........................
Draft
52” / 1.32 m
...........................
Engines
Quad Mercury 
600 HP 7.6L 
V12 Verados
...........................

MSRP: Approx

$2.5M U.S. 

Formula 500 SSC
www.formulaboats.com 

A CRUISER WITH 
QUAD MERCURY HP 

OUTBOARDS PUSHING 
66MPH PLUS!
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As a captain, I personally run a Prestige 500 S and 
cannot wait for clients calls to get service.  This 

model and all the models that I have run are second 
to none when it comes to quality, design, use of 
space and innovative features.  
 Born just over 30 years ago with the “desire to 
create exceptional boats, designed for exceptional 
people who aspire to live out their dream” (quote 
by Prestige Yachts), Prestige has done just that and 
more. 
 The X70, the newest model and flagship has the 
styling of a superyacht with endless possibilities.  
Based on volume, circulation, and light, the all new 
X70 is a luxury crossover enabling you to benefit 
from the full beam of the yacht as Prestige has rein-
vented the space to maximize experience.  
 The design when looking at the boat from the 
front stands tall and confident.  The glass of the 
forward-facing helm station wraps around the entire 
midship providing a functional helm and creating a 

look like no other yacht on the market today.    
 The layout and design of the mid deck both 
inside and out will take your breath away. The luxuri-
ous design does not stop there as the bridge seating 
and layout is just as impressive as the mid-level.  I 
cannot recall a better use of space for the aft outside 
seating than the X70 layout. 
 With the optional twin Volvo IPS 1350’s (1,000+ 
hp each), the X70 should be able to reach speeds 
close to 30 mph with a cruising speed around 22 
mph.  However, the standard Volvo Penta D13 are 
no slouch either.  The IPS set up is unique for a yacht 
this size with the forward facing IPS propellers.  This 
set up will help with handling and quicker hole 
shots when getting up on plane.    
 Knowing the Prestige brand and the leadership, 
the X70 is just the beginning of something spe-
cial in the 70+ foot range and I cannot wait to get 
behind the helm to run this yacht and whatever else 
Prestige can dream up over the next decade or two.   

LOA
21.83m / 71’7”
...........................
Hull Beam
5.34 m / 17’6”
...........................
Draft
1.7 m / 5’7”
...........................  
Fuel Capacity
4000 L / 
1057 US gal
...........................
Engines
Volvo 2 x IPS 
1200 - D13 - 
900 HP / CV / 
Volvo 2 x IPS 
1350 - D13 - 
1000 HP/CV
...........................

MSRP: Approx

$4.2M U.S.

Prestige X70
6 LUXURY YACHTS & CRUISERS

www.prestige-yachts.com 

POWERED WITH 
TWIN VOLVO PENTA MOTORS 
AND 1350’S (1000+ HP EACH)



47Volume 36 Number 1 |  Power Boating Canada www.powerboating.com

MSRP: Approx

$4.2M U.S.

Started by a couple of gentlemen in 1965, Princess 
now employs over 2,000 people who create 200-300 

work of art a year.  Nestled on the banks of the English 
Channel, Plymouth England, an area that is rich in 
British Maritime history.  One very cool fact is their M 
Class superyachts are currently being built in a former 
naval yard dating back to the 17th century.  Today, 
Princess yachts are some of the most technologically 
advanced yachts in the world and one of the most dis-
tinguished brands.  
 Nestled in their F Class is their F70 Flybridge that 
offers the latest Princess Flybridge design while incorpo-
rating the new Allure Collection, an optional style pack. 
 Her lavish, 280 square foot flybridge accommodates 
a large U-shaped dining area with a fully equipped wet 
bar, massive aft sun pad and forward seating for your 
entire party. The main deck features an aft galley which 
opens fully to the cockpit and a walkthrough foredeck 
area with additional sunbathing and seating areas. 
Ample seating arrangements can be found on any level 

of the boat. The bow seating is plush, spacious and 
beyond comfortable.   
 With the ability to sleep eight comfortably, you and 
your guests will each have their privacy.  The four state-
room, three head layout uses every inch of space per-
fectly.  Every cabinet, table and wood surface are built 
from scratch at their Princess facility. Even the crew 
quarters sleep two and has a separate head and shower 
with natural light from the above windows.  
 Powered by twin MAN V-12 (1,400 HP each), the 70 
Fly isn’t just a looker, but can reach speeds in excess 
of 35 mph.  The hull performance is what you would 
expect from a Princess Yacht. Being a captain, I pay 
close attention to the engine room and ease of main-
tenance.  Everything on the 70 Fly is labeled, easy to 
access, and like all Princess Yachts, easier to work on.
 Having the privilege of running several of the 
models both larger and smaller than the 70 Fly, I 
can’t wait to get the opportunity to run this beauty 
in the near future.  h

LOA
69’9” / 21.25m
...........................
Beam
17’8” / 5.38m
...........................  
Fuel Capacity
900 gal / 4,100 L
...........................
Draft
5’2” / 1.58m
...........................
Engines
Twin MAN 
V12-1400 
(2 x 1400 HP)
...........................

MSRP: Approx

$4.5M U.S.

Princess F70 Fly
www.princessyachts.com 

POWERED BY TWIN MAN 
V-12 (1400 HP EACH) 



Power Boating Canada  |  Volume 36 Number 148 www.powerboating.com

BOATS FROM

TO MORE THAN$12 K 

$300 K
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Fishing is probably the #1 outdoor activity all over the world. 
In Canada, the sport of fishing surpasses golf! The only thing 

I can compare it to is the invention of sliced bread, and you can 
imagine how big that was!

Fish boats as a result have become very hot commodities, 
and not to mention the accessories that go with them too. In 
the pages that follow you will find 15 awesome fishing boats 
between $12,000 and over $300,000 which should leave you 
with enough choices to fit your pocketbook. After studying the 
following pages of Fish Boats 2021 be sure to visit your local 
dealer to gain further insight about the specific model you are 
interested in. the 2021 fishing season is here, take the time to 
find the model that is ideally suited for you, your family and 
lifestyle. 

Editor’s note: Prices, where indicated, have been supplied by 
the manufacturer and reflect an MSRP base model ‘from price’ 
that was accurate at the time of printing. Options, accessories, 
larger motors, trailers, etc. will increase the price beyond what 
is listed. Remember that constant fluctuations of the Canadian 
and US currency will affect prices as well.

In addition, many manufacturers and/or dealers “package” 
and/or “pre-rig” their products with particular motors and/or 
trailers and/or other equipment. Check with your local dealer for 
the price of the boat you desire equipped the way you want it.

Accuracy of Information Supplied: All specifications, standard 
and optional equipment listed are as accurate as the informa-
tion supplied by the manufacturer/dealer permits. All these 
items are subject to change at any time. Fish Boats Registry 
Canada cannot be held liable for any errors and/or omissions. 
Consult your local dealer for the most up-to-date information 
prior to purchase. 

14 TOP 
NEW FISHBOAT 

PICKS 

EDITOR’S CHOICE 

FOR 2021 
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Celebrating 75 years of production with this model 
year, the Alumacraft brand continues to break the 

traditional mold, allowing fishing families to continue 
making memories with family and friends.
 BRP (Bombardier Recreational Products) announc-
es the launch of a new Competitor model boat, the 
Alumacraft Competitor FSX 175/185 (Fish/Ski Crossover) 
boats. The boats offer maximum flexibility for families 
who love the being out on the water. Built for all levels of 
multi-species anglers, Alumacraft Competitor series boats 
include all the must-have amenities serious anglers crave, 
like multiple livewells, a built-in cooler and lockable rod 
storage that allows for quick and secure rod placement 
when adjusting the boat’s position. 
 Many fishing families also want flexibility to enjoy 
other family fun on the water. Whether fishing or enjoying 
a day of relaxation on the water, owners of Competitor 
FSX models can easily reconfigure their boat’s platform to 
accommodate more seating, or a waterski-pylon.  
 When fishing, the extra seats can easily be dropped out 
of the way for more access to the new, extended platform, 
which sports an additional six inches, allowing anglers 
more space to cast off the rear deck of the boat. 
 On days when owners are out with family or friends, 

this added space gives easy access in and out of the water 
for skiing or swimming. 
 The rear-deck comfort mat features a refreshed mod-
ern design, providing comfort when kneeling to pull in a 
fish or assisting swimmers back into the boat. 
 The Competitor FSX Sport has a walk-through wind-
shield and dual consoles to keep everyone dry in all 
weather conditions. The boat is built with Alumacraft’s 
2XB hull, which includes bow to stern doubling plates and 
Aquadynamic shape for greater handling, added comfort 
at higher speeds and a drier ride.
 The new large rear-center livewell holds 22 gallons and 
offers easy access from both the center access panel and 
under the friction-hinged jump seat for separation of fish 
and bait. The divider can also be removed to give anglers a 
place to stash larger fish. 
 For skiers, an optional ski pylon can be attached to the 
built-in base and conveniently stored in the starboard side 
storage when not in use, with clips that hold it in place. 
The base also doubles as a pedestal seat base for the com-
fort of your favorite fishing partner.

Alumacraft
PLATINUM SE 227
By Mark King www.alumacraft.com

Boat Length Overall
18’ 8” / 5.7 m
...........................
Beam
95” / 2.4 m
...........................
Dry Weight
1,500 lbs / 680 kgs
...........................
Capacity People
6 persons
...........................
Max. Engine HP
175 Mercury

MSRP: Approx

$20,110 CAD

Lowe
FM 160 T
By Eric Vienneau   www.loweboats.com

Lowe’s Fishing Machine Series offers you a boat 
designed for those long days of fishing, delivering 

top value. It is the Lowe FM 160 T. A durable Deep-V 
hull which carves through the water with its heavy-duty 
extruded ribs hull bottom, it has an expertly designed 
layout with loads of space and easy operation. 
 With a max capacity of five people and a length of 
16’ 1”, the FM 160 T is the perfect little boat which stands 
the test of time when it comes to fishing and getting 
out on the water for the day. With pro-grade features 
the Fishing Machine series is famous for, and quality 
award-winning Lowe construction, durability and func-
tionality is top priority to cater to your needs. Colour 
options include blue flame, metallic black, candy apple 
red, bright white, and dark gray metallic, allowing you 
the choice for whatever fits your aesthetic. 
 As all fishing boats should, there is plenty of storage. 
With front deck storage, Starboard storage, bulkhead 
storage-open, as well as locking port rod lockers, and a 
Bow Aerated Livewell which comes in at 23 gallons. 
 The flooring includes vinyl floor in the cockpit, and 

16 oz. Marine grade carpet in the bow deck, and the 
decks and floor are pressure treated plywood, ensuring 
enhanced durability. 
 Getting into power options, Mercury is impress-
ing again with 4 options: Mercury 15ELH Fourstroke, 
Mercury 25 ELHPT Fourstroke, Mercury 30 ELHPT 
Fourstroke, and Mercury 40 ELHPT Fourstroke with 
Advanced Big Tiller Handle. The Tiller Handle allows the 
boater to comfortably operate the tiller regardless of 
driving hand preference and provides the most adjust-
ments on the market. 
 There are 4 Pedestal seat bases, 3 in the cockpit, 
1 front deck and seat base, making the FM 160 T a 
spacious environment to get out on the water and 
comfortable and efficiently navigate while focusing on 
getting the big catch of the day.
 Building expert aluminum boats for over 50 years, 
Lowe is pure American Craftsmanship. They produced 
their first Deep-V in 1982 with the Lunker III 16’, and 
they continue this tradition with the Lowe FM 160 T. 

Length
16’ 1”
...........................
Beam
75”
...........................
Capacity
8 Persons
...........................
Fuel Capacity
Portable
...........................
Max HP
40 hp
...........................
Capacity
5 persons

MSRP: Approx

$12,654 U.S.



The Sylvan L-3 DLZ Bar is the first of its kind 
in the industry. With a rear double lounge that 
transforms into a convenient rear LED-lit bar with 
four bar stools,  Sylvan Marine has the versatility 
you are looking for in a pontoon. Whether it’s a 
family water sport fun, a party with friend at the 
sandbar or casting a line toward the catch of the 
day, Sylvan has floorplans that are perfect for you.

SEE OUR 2021 LINE UP AT SYLVANMARINE.COM

INNOVATION AWARD WINNER

SCAN QR CODE TO BUILD 
YOUR SYLVAN PONTOON
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Since 1903 and for over 5 generations when everyone 
was making wood boats, Starcraft was making alu-

minum boats that were lighter, tougher, and completely 
maintenance free.  As pioneers in the boating business 
the family are not just boat builders, they are boaters.  
The family has been dedicated bringing boating to fam-
ilies all over the world for over a century.  Each year they 
put their reputation on the line when they launch a new 
boat.  The 176 DC is no exception.  Even though their 
designs have changed over the years, one thing has 
stayed consistent – the attention to detail that goes into 
crafting each one of their new models.  
 The Starcraft family doesn’t have to worry about 
their reputation with the all-new storm 176 DC.  The 
storm is a combination of Starcraft’s top of the line 
models packed into a compact fishing vessel that is 
easy to trailer and that will also be easy on the wallet.  
 The hull quality and construction are what you 
would expect from Starcraft.  Double riveted chine and 
the Vertex Performance Strake (VPS) hull combined 
with the limited lifetime warranty on all double rivet-

ed seams transom seams provide comfort and peace 
of mind to any fisherman.  The twice baked urethane 
paint creates a clean look while protecting the boat.  
 This fishing machine has everything you would 
expect to find in a 17 dual console boat including their 
Integrated Gunnel Track System (IGTS) and a vinyl floor 
that will not get ruined when you reel in the fish.  The 
pop-up cleats are always a nice touch on a fishing 
boat so they can be stored away, and your lines will 
not get snagged on them. The port and starboard top 
loading rod storage lockers can accommodate up to 
8-foot rods which is perfect for all the lakes and rivers 
the area has to offer. A fuel gauge, speedometer, tach 
and voltmeter complete the helm.  Above and beyond 
the standard options, there is a list of optional features 
that you can choose from.  
 Having staked their reputation on the all-new 
Storm 176 DC, the Starcraft family can sleep easy 
knowing this model will not only meet a fisherman’s 
expectations but exceed them.

Starcraft
STORM 176 DC
By Capt. Chris Kourtakis  www.starcraftmarine.com

Max Horsepower  
115 hp
...........................
Beam
88 in
...........................
Dry Weight
1,183 lbs
...........................
Max Persons
5 / 700 lbs
...........................
Fuel Capacity  
24 gal
...........................
Length
17’8”
...........................
Deadrise at Transom 
12 degrees

MSRP: Approx

$21,143 U.S.

www.marine360.ca

Spring 2021!

Aquila.indd   1Aquila.indd   1 2020-12-17   5:07 PM2020-12-17   5:07 PM
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Lowe
FISHING MACHINE 
1775 WT 
By Alex Wichert   www.loweboats.com

Great for big water but not too big for smaller lakes, 
the FM1775 WT Deep-V fishing machine has fierce 

fishability. At 17’ 9” long, 86” wide, and a max 115hp 
Mercury outboard, the FM1775 bridges the gap between 
the FM1675 and the larger FM1800.
 For 2021 they made a windshield walkway wider to 
let you easily move about between bow and stern to 
cast, play fish, and access the two huge livewells—an 
aerated 14 gallon live well in the bow and a second aer-
ated 19-gallon livewell in the stern. Also, it has an abun-
dant storage throughout including a side storage com-
partment, a roomy center rod locker including trolling 
motor and we noticed a battery storage in the rod locker, 
and an optional cargo net in the bow. This year’s rear 
deck conversion bench was redesigned and they added 
a much more versatile adjustable gunnel cleat system so 
you can put your cleats right where you need ‘em.
 This boat has many of the same popular options 
along with a Ski-pylon and swim platform that lets 
watersport enthusiasts do what they love best... the 1775 
Walk-thru continues its tradition of redefining what a 

great fishing rig should be.
 Most say they have it, some even say they invented it, 
but really Lowe has been perfecting these do it all fishing 
tools for over 50 years, with thousands of anglers fishing 
every species. The 1775 includes more deck space, faster 
hole shots, more stability and a smoother and drier ride 
with all the pro-level fishing features and warranty you 
demand. The Superwide™ performance hull bottoms 
reduce roll and pitch for a much more comfortable ride. 
A lot of boat builder’s cut cost by decreasing their boats 
bottom width but Lowe employs extra-wide hull bot-
toms for more useable space in the boat and greater 
stability. 
 Located in the heart of the Ozark’s, where old world 
and hand work craftmanship is renowned. The boats 
are assembled entirely by hand using strictly controlled 
CAD designed specifications. The result is their exclusive 
SuperLock™ construction which ensures that hulls, bulk-
heads, stringers, ribs, decks, transoms and gunnels are all 
‘locked together’ in a true bonded system. 

Length 
17’9” / 5.41 m
...........................
Beam 
8’6” / 2.18 m
...........................
Weight
1,317 lbs / 597.38 kg 
...........................
Seating 
6 Persons
...........................
Fuel Capacity 
20 gals / 75.71 L
...........................
Max HP 
115 hp

MSRP: Approx

$23,145 U.S.

MSRP: Approx

$21,143 U.S.

®

Navetta 52Navetta 52

www.marine360.ca
Spring 2021!

Navetta 52.indd   1Navetta 52.indd   1 2020-12-17   5:07 PM2020-12-17   5:07 PM
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Smoker Craft
VPS HULL
By Capt. Chris Kourtakis   www.smokercraft.com

Whether you are a professional fisherman or a 
father and son duo that fishes together every 

weekend, the VPS hull (Vertex Performance Strake) is 
as impressive as you would come to expect from the 
boat building traditions of Smoker Craft.  Available on 
select adventure series boats and the Phantom series 
by American Angler.  
 The start of the VPS is the padded hull at the 
transom.  In a triangle form, the hull has four lifting 
strakes that provide a dryer ride.  It also provides 
undisturbed water to the prop so that you will never 
encounter prop wash or blow out.  The design gives 
the boat a faster hole shot and a higher and dryer 
ride.  The VPS design also adds stability to the boat 
while requiring less horsepower to do more. This 
means with the VPS hull, you can achieve an incred-
ible level of performance with a smaller, lighter, and 
more fuel-efficient engine to help with upfront and 
overall ownership costs.  
 All the VPS hulls feature impressive standard ameni-
ties that you have come to expect on a fishing boat.  An 

abundant amount of rod storage for rods up to 9 feet, 
portable aerated Engel Live Boat Coolers, accessible 
rigging, cockpit floor drains, and an automotive-style 
helm.  The integrated Gunnel Traction System is one of 
my favorite standard accessories because of the amount 
of customization that you can do. You can practically 
add anything you want to the system and put it where it 
makes the most sense to you.    
 With an abundant amount of spacious floor plans 
that can deliver the best possible day on the water, the 
VPS hulls give any angler the best experience. From 
tiller layouts to dual console layouts, there is a layout 
option for every angler no matter what monster they 
are fishing for.    
 Smoker Craft never stops pushing the limits, 
extending the boundaries, and introducing innovation 
in all their boats.  Their rich heritage of providing the 
best possible boat with the highest quality can be seen 
in the VPS hull.  The all-new VPS hull design will be an 
award winner soon.  There is no doubt about that!  

Max HP
150 hp
...........................
Beam
96”
...........................
Dry Weight
1,792 lbs
...........................
Max Persons
6 Persons
...........................
Length
17’ 11”
...........................
Deadrise:
15 degrees

MSRP: Approx

$32,507 U.S.

Princecraft
HUDSON 170 DL WS 
By Eric Vienneau   www.princecraft.com

The features on this boat are where the show is 
at. Princecraft’s Hudson 170 DL WS has an ergo-

nomic design, bow and aft raised casting platforms, 
in-floor lockable rod organizer for 7 rods, livewell, and 
twin consoles just to name a few. This boat is built for 
adventure and for the serious fishers, capable of han-
dling an outboard engine ranging from 90 to 115 HP, 
and what is unique is the sheer amount of space on 
this 17-footer with a great price tag.
 Princecraft continues their 60 years of expert alu-
minum boat building with a reverse chine hull design 
which turns spray down, creating stability and giving 
you tight and level turning. It planes beautifully over 
the water for a dry run, powered by a Mercury 115 
HP, the Hudson 170 DL WS is fast and ideal for tourna-
ment anglers looking to traverse the water with ease. 
Massive power and efficiency make the Mercury 115 
HP perfect for action packed days on the water. 
 The helm has optional analog gauges in perfect 
reach which is complimented by a comfortable cap-
tain’s chair and a tilt steering wheel. The seating is 

abundant with 6 floor seat bases and 2 folding seats 
with no-pinch hinges. The cockpit is spacious and easy 
to navigate, coming with a black anodized walk-thru 
tempered glass windshield with a door, leading you 
to a large casting deck with plenty of space for com-
fortable all-day fishing. There, you will find under-floor 
storage compartments and an electric-filled aerated 
SportFlo livewell which has an anti-spill cover, so your 
deck remains dry.
 All surfaces are covered with anti-skid marine grade 
vinyl for safety and convenience, and this boat has 
navigation lights, pressure treated wood floor under 
the marine grade vinyl, making the Hudson 170 DL 
WS the perfect fishing boat for those who are passion-
ate about the sport. With room for up to 5 people on 
board you will not have to worry about a lack of space, 
all you need to worry about is finding the catch of the 
day. Princecraft is reliable for fishers looking for an 
all-around convenient boat that will get the job done 
without breaking the bank. 

Center Line
5.4 m (17’-10”)
...........................
Beam
2.3 m (91”)
...........................
Approximate Draft
0.8 m (33”)
...........................
Transom Height
0.6 m (25”)
...........................
Chine Width
 2.0 m (78”)
...........................
 Approximate Weight
603 kg (1330 lb.)
...........................
Dead Rise
13 degrees

MSRP: Approx

$35,427 U.S.



ENERGIZE YOUR LIFE

Large showroom, 
vast repair shop 

and a warehouse 
to keep your toys 

safe and warm  
inside, at all times! 

879 CRANBERRY CT, OAKVILLE, ON L6L 6J7 

905.901.5500
WWW.ENERGYPOWERSPORTS.CA

DISTRICT
DEALER OF THE YEAR

2020

SEA-DOO
RENTALS NOW 

AVAIALBLE

energy powersports.indd   1energy powersports.indd   1 2021-03-03   3:25 PM2021-03-03   3:25 PM
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The Sport 172 MAX is an economical, all-around 
family/fishing boat offers both comfort and utility. 

This model lists at 17’-5” with a capacity of six people; 
it offers tilt steering and slider for captain’s chair, 160-
watt AM/FM/Bluetooth Jensen Stereo system with 
two waterproof speakers, removable ski pylon, and 
bow rider seat cushions. Boaters will also enjoy the 
trailer cover, sun top with bimini canvas connected to 
windshield including the bimini structure, aft flip seats 
(RSP Combo), lockable glove box compartment on the 
passenger console, stainless-steel ladder, and electric 
motor plug. 
 You’ll find this model also contains over $6,000 of 
equipment which are usually offered as options. The 
Sport 172 MAX runs on an engine of 90 or 115 HP and 
has a built-in 91 L for it gas tank. 
 There is no shortage of features on the Sport 172 
MAX. Hull and deck features include a 5052-H36 
marine grade aluminum alloy, a reverse chine hull 
design, a deep self-draining splashwell, and an elec-
tric-filled aerated livewell. Both a bow raised casting 

platform and an aft raised casting platform are found 
on this model. Other standard features include anti-
skid vinyl cockpit floor, marine grade carpet platforms, 
five cup holders, and two battery holders. Tachometer, 
speedometer, trim, and fuel gauges come as instru-
mentation. 
 For the fishing enthusiast, enjoy 7-foot rod storage 
without support and an in-floor lockable rod organiz-
er for four rods. The trolling motor plug also offers 60 
AMP protection.
 Customization, however, is also noteworthy with 
the Sport 172 MAX. Options range from factory-in-
stalled options such as a fish and trolling package 
Lowrance/Motorguide to Mercury outboard engines 
(90 EXLPT, 115 EXLPT, or 115 EXLPT PRO XS) to stan-
dard trailers and additional accessories. You’ll also find 
dealer-installed options which include a seat package 
of a folding seat, post (11”), and seat mount with auto-
lock handle; other dealer-installed options such as 
downrigger supports and battery switch are also avail-
able.

Princecraft
SPORT 172 MAX
By Alex Wichert www.princecraft.com

Length 
5.3 m / 17’-5”
...........................
Weight
 602 kg / 1,327 lb
...........................  
Fuel Capacity
91 L / 24 gals
...........................
Beam
2.3 m / 91”
...........................
Deadrise:
19 degrees apex

MSRP: Approx

$38,999 CAD

equipped with a Mercury 
90 EXLPT outboard engine 
and a galvanized bunk style 
trailer with swing tongue

Crestliner
1850 SUPER HAWK 
By Eric Vienneau   www.crestliner.com

The new Crestliner 1850 Super Hawk flies for sure. 
A fishing and sport boat that is top-of-the-line in 

both, and is extremely versatile. 
Building their first boat back in 1949, Crestliner contin-
ues to integrate new features with every new boat, and 
the 1850 Super Hawk is an example of this continued 
passion.
 Constructed with Crestliner’s revolutionary AP-X 
Active Performance hull, the plane is faster, the track-
ing is tighter, and the towing is improved. The thick, 
high-quality aluminum which is all-welded can take 
harsh water environments and bad weather conditions 
while remaining watertight and durable. Powered by a 
big Mercury 115 HP EFI 4-stroke, the 1850 Super Hawk 
is incredibly powerful and efficient. The Mercury out-
board is crafted for less weight and high displacement, 
generating a lot of torque and power.
 With lots of storage for fishing gear, and ski pylons, 
and an optional removeable ski rod, it has the best of 
both worlds. This boat seats 8 people, allowing you to 
bring everyone along for the ride with a best-in-class 

conversion bow, which can go from fish to ski ready 
and back in a matter of seconds. Stern jump seats max-
imize comfort next to an aerated livewell with drink 
holders. Getting into more storage, there are three 
bow storage locations for all your gear, a mid-rise lock-
er which holds up to four 7’ 6” rods, and the stern live-
well provides plenty of room for the catch of the day.
The console design is premium, with upgraded 
chrome gauges, lit toggle switches, two drink holders, 
12V power outlet, and plenty of space to mount elec-
tronics. The captain will enjoy full control of this special 
2021 Crestliner with all the amenities. 
The 1850 Super Hawk is not without cool options. 
Some include a two-piece conversion stern bench, 
wireless man overboard system, and much more. If 
you are looking for that final touch, one more popular 
optional feature is the Midnight Edition Package. It 
gives your rig black accents and black smoke graphics 
for a unique presence on the water which will surely to 
turn heads. 

Length
18’ 9”
...........................
Beam
96”
...........................
Dry Weight
1,650 lbs
...........................
Deadrise
15 degrees
...........................
Capacity
8 Persons
...........................
Fuel Capacity
32 gals
...........................
Max HP
200 hp

MSRP: Approx

$36,180 U.S.
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The look of this boat is all in its name, Musky. It is 
sleek while remaining tough, with colour options 

ranging from arctic white, to black, cobalt blue, heri-
tage red, and gunmetal, the Lund Pro-V Musky XS will 
stand out on the water as a top-of-the-line tourna-
ment fishing boat. 
 This boat is one of the newest of the Lund lineup, 
designed for expert handling in shallow water or 
rough water conditions. The aluminum construction 
is lighter and more tough than the typical fiberglass 
bass boat. The IPS 2 hull is built to endure punishing 
conditions. The hull features a centered keel, flat 
pad, strakes, and two reverse chines, creating a high 
and dry ride.
 The XS is really all about the extra seating. I 
noticed there was plenty of it, with two aft flip-up 
seats and a very large cockpit area. There is plenty of 
room for you and all your friends and family to get 
in on the action. 
 The casting decks are massive and have plenty of 
important storage space. There is center rod storage 

which can fit up to 15 rods up to 10 feet in length, 
an optional port rod locker adding 8 rod tubes for 
a total of 23, an aft livewell with recirculation that 
is 36” long and 28 gallons, a livewell pumpout, a 
ProLong Plus Livewell System, and more storage 
underneath the all-aluminum decking with Lund’s 
advanced water control with a raised lip design to 
prevent leaking. 
 The driver’s console is a shelf design with room for 
mounting a single fish finder. There is a light-up clean 
gauge cluster and instrument panel in easy reach, 
along with a side-mounted exterior tool holder. 
 For power, the Mercury Pro XS compliments the 
2075 Pro-V Musky XS’s strong build. This engine is 
perfect for tournament anglers because of its speed, 
powerful acceleration, legendary reliability, and 
incredible fuel efficiency. 
 Lund has been around since the 1940’s, perfect-
ing their aluminum boat crafting over the years to 
bring amazing boats like the 2075 Pro-V Musky XS to 
tournament anglers and recreational fishers alike. 

Lund
2075 PRO-V MUSKY XS
By Eric Vienneau  www.lundboats.com

Length
20’ 10”
...........................
Beam Width
96”
...........................
Standard Boat Weight
1,850 lbs 
...........................
Fuel Capacity
49 gals
...........................
Capacity
5 persons
...........................
Max HP
250 hp
 

MSRP: Approx

$48,235 U.S.

Smoker Craft
188  PRO DC
By Alex Wichert  www.smokercraft.com

The new Adventurer series boasts wide beams, 
carpeted decks, vinyl cockpits, a stern aerated 

livewell, centre rod storage, in-floor storage, and 
Integrated Gunnel Track System (IGTS). With such 
features, is it any surprise that this line is so well 
known within fishing circles? New for 2021, the 
Adventurer 188 Pro DC has a length of 18’11” and a 
beam of 96”. 
 You’ll find many deck features which come stan-
dard on this model. Note the full vinyl floor, wood 
free fishing seats, trolling motor panel, and lifetime 
hull warranty. Enjoy some music on the water with 
the AM/FM stereo – just don’t get too comfortable, 
as the Adventurer 188 Pro DC also offers Extreme 
Steering as a standard feature. 
 What about options? Choose between silver 
metallic with a white or blue stripe, depending on 
your style. There are also four dash choices for your 
selection: Humminbird PiranhaMAX4, Humminbird 

Helix 5 Sonar GPS with RAM Mount, Humminbird 
Helix 7 DI G2N Sonar GPS with RAM Mount, and 
Humminbird Helix 9 DL Sonar GPS with RAM Mount. 
Your canvas options include a snap-on mooring 
cover and a fisherman’s top; miscellaneous additions, 
meanwhile, include an additional fishing seat, a ski 
tow pylon, and a swim platform with a stainless-steel 
ladder. 
 The Adventurer 188 Pro DC has a maximum horse-
power of 175 HP and a dry weight of 1,603 lb. You 
can seat six people on this model, meaning the 
whole family – or group of friends, for that matter 
– can enjoy a day on the water. For specific occa-
sions, use the IGTS Mood Lighting to create the 
perfect scene. Don’t forget, too, that Smoker Craft 
fishing boats come with lifetime limited hull war-
ranties. They also offer a six-year limited warranty on 
marine grade carpet and a six-year limited warranty 
on upholstery and vinyl on most models.  

Length
 18’11” / 5.76 m
...........................
Beam
96” / 2.4 m
...........................
Weight
1,603 lb / 728 kgs
...........................
Fuel
38 gals / 144 L
...........................
Deadrise
15 degrees
...........................
Capacity
6 Persons

MSRP: Approx

$44,125 U.S.

w/ Yamaha 150 4S  
(No Trailer)
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Length
20’ 10”
...........................
Beam Width
96”
...........................
Standard Boat Weight
1,850 lbs 
...........................
Fuel Capacity
49 gals
...........................
Capacity
5 persons
...........................
Max HP
250 hp
 

MSRP: Approx

$48,235 U.S.

MSRP: Approx

$44,125 U.S.
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Starcraft
SUPER FISHERMAN 186 
By Capt. Chris Kourtakis  www.smokercraft.com

Not all fishing machines are created equal.  This can 
be seen in Starcraft Super Fisherman 186.  It is one 

of the most popular boats Starcraft makes and with 
the killer graphics package, one of the best-looking 
boats in the line up as well.  
 The power-trac hull is a Starcraft exclusive. The 
reverse chine design pushes the water off to the sides, 
making it an ideal boat for bigger waters. Add in the 
100” beam and the ability to hold a 200 HP power 
plant, the 186 packs all the punches. 
 The raised rear platform is spacious and perfect for 
casting and designed for functionality.  The casting 
platform can be converted into two seats on either 
side of the boat while under way.  The fold up jump 
seats is comfortable, and between the seats is a large 
and spacious live well (second one located in the bow) 
with plenty of room. 
 The cockpit has plenty of storage for all your items.  
On the starboard side is a large, netted storage area 
that is perfect for your boat fenders and life jackets. 
The port side has a lockable rod locker storage that can 

hold up to 4 rods comfortably.  The integrated floor rod 
locker can hold another 6 of your favorite rods. Just 
behind the in-floor rod locker is access to the battery.  
There is no need to crawl around or get into a tight 
area that none of us can reach. This compartment is 
large enough for multiple batteries, the charger and 
battery switch.  
 The helm is perfectly laid out with all of the gauges 
front and center. There is plenty of room on the right 
side to mount your fish finder or GPS unit.  Completing 
the functionality of the helm is a USB plug for the radio, 
12-volt charger and plenty of storage under the console 
for tackle boxes.  The large windshield is designed to 
deflect the wind up and away from the boat so that you 
will not lose your head covering while underway.
 With a couple of different flooring configurations to 
choose from and super wide topside gunnels, you can 
see why the 186 is so popular among the fishing com-
munity.  This fishing machine is perfect no matter what 
prehistoric beast you are trying to reel in.  

MSRP: Approx

$56,825 U.S.

Max Horsepower 
200 hp
...........................
Beam
100 in
...........................
Dry Weight
1,985 lbs
...........................
Max Persons
9 / 1,215 lbs
...........................
Fuel Capacity  
30 gal
...........................
Length
18’7”
...........................
Deadrise at Transom
19 degrees

874, chemin des Patriotes 
Saint-Mathias-sur-Richelieu Qc J3L 6A2
mathiasmarine.com
Phone : (450) 864-1045

YOUR DEALER
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Campion
EXPLORER EX22 DC 
By Eric Vienneau   www.campionboats.com

Campion Boats has introduced a new high-perfor-
mance coastal boat to its lineup. The innovative 

Explorer EX22 DC is the company’s first dual console 
model and is set to launch in spring of 2021. 
 Blending style and functionality, the Explorer EX22 
DC offers features for any serious angler plus the ver-
satility needed for a day of watersports. You’ll find the 
innovative fibreglass design includes a linear grid struc-
ture to serve as a high beam under the deck for support. 
Every piece of tooling is CNC-cut, providing unparal-
leled precision; the structural grid’s efficiency helps 
open up casting areas for customized seating configura-
tions and larger main cockpit.
 The Explorer EX22 DC is also designed with Campion’s 
proprietary APEX2 hull design – it features a variable 
deadrise with dedicated pressure areas for faster planing, 
excellent stability, and improved fuel economy. Campion 
adds a layer of Kevlar into every hull at the keel to reduce 
chances of the hull being holed, or deadhead, or other 

underwater peril. 
 The bow area can be used for lounging, or it can be 
turned into a large casting deck with Campion Marine 
Deck non-slip flooring. In addition to bow seating, the 
model includes multiple seating areas which include 
a ladder-back, pedestal-mounted captain’s chair and 
sleeper seat/lounger. Fishing, meanwhile, is accom-
plished with several purposeful features including tackle 
storage with organizers, in-floor rod locker with holders, 
integrated bait buckets, proprietary cast corner wind-
shield with extended wings, best-in-class Livewell O2 
Pro recirculating, aerated, pressurized with anti-slosh 
technology, non-slip flooring, raw water washdown, 
head system, and full-width swim platform. Boat colours 
include such selections as ice blue, graphite, reel red, 
and black. You’ll also find an assortment of system fea-
tures – categorized under standard equipment – such 
as compass, electric horn, automatic bilge pump, speed-
ometer, and fuel gauge.

Length
22’9” / 6.7 m
...........................
Weight
2,880 lb /1,270 kg
...........................
Fuel Capacity
100 U.S. gals / 378 L
...........................
Deadrise
19 degrees apex
...........................
Capacity
8 persons
...........................
Max HP
400 hp
...........................
Base Engines:
200 HP Mercury

MSRP: Approx

$89,999 U.S.

Spending a day on the water catching fish requires a 
comfortable environment, and I am not just talking 

about the water itself. A fish boat can go a very long 
way in getting the most out of your day of fishing, and 
the Platinum SE 227 from Princecraft has functionality 
and comfort in its 22’ which does just that.   
 For 60 years, Princecraft has been building 
high-quality aluminum boats, and they are showing off 
even more with this one. With 9-foot rod storage and a 
large in-floor lockable rod organizer for 12 rods, there 
is plenty of storage if you have lots of fishers on board. 
Even if you are not among the fishers, the option-
al bow cushions, fold-down jump seats, 7 floor seat 
bases, and 2 deluxe convertible seats with no-pinch 
hinges makes this a comfortable relaxation boat for 
those who just want to watch
 However, in the end, this boat is definitely for the 
fishers. There are bow electric-filled aerated livewells 
coming in at 77 L/20 U.S. gals, and lockable storage 
compartments in side panels. At the end of a long 
day of fishing, there will definitely be some mud left 

behind, so the convenient wash down system built 
into the boat will surely come in handy. Another 
important fishing feature is a 12V or 24V bow trolling 
motor plug and receptacle with wiring harness for 
quiet maneuvering. Another really nice feature is a 
scoop at the front of the boat which leads to the rod 
storage. This allows air to dry the rods while they sit in 
storage. 
 At the helm, there is your standard glove box and 
twin consoles with steering system, deluxe dash pane 
with switched and indicator lights, a beautiful 200-watt 
AM/FM/Bluetooth SonicHub2 Radio which connects 
to 4-61/2” waterproof speakers with LED lights. The 
seats at the helm are special because they are heated 
convertible seats, so the cooler days on the water are 
never a worry.
 This Mercury powered Princecraft has a 350 XL 
Verado and can get up and go in no time. It features 
effortless operation, adaptive speed control, joystick 
piloting, and it is also smooth and quiet which is very 
ideal for the serious fishers. 

Princecraft
PLATINUM SE 227
By Eric Vienneau www.princecraft.com

Beam
2.5 m (100”)
...........................
Approximate Draft
0.9 m (34”)
...........................
Approximate Weight
915 kg (2017 lb.)
...........................
Dead Rise
18 degrees

MSRP: Approx

$85,901 CAD
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Since 1959 Grady White has been striving for perfection 
and building the best boat possible at their North 

Carolina facility.  Privately held, Grady-White is owned by 
Eddie Smith, a National Marine Manufacturers Association 
Hall of Fame award winner (2002), who purchased the 
company in 1968.  His beliefs are simple: build the high-
est quality products, create strong dealer relations and 
put the customer first. This can be seen in the innovative 
design and unmatched craftsmanship of the all-new 325.
 Grady-White does an amazing job of blending both 
fishing and comfort into the 325.  A 32 gallon live well and 
spacious cockpit with a 250 quart ice chest and toe rails 
for added safety make this a large water fishing machine.  
The port side dive door, foldaway rear bench and rear fac-
ing loungers provide ample seating. 
 The helm seat is doublewide with flip up bolsters and a 
power slider to maximize legroom comfort. Room for two 
large displays, toggle switches to the right of the wheel, 
2 stainless steel cup holders and ergonomically mounted 
shifters create the perfect helm.  
 The hard top not only provides protection from the 
elements but is functional as well.  With storage, built in 
LED lighting and powder-coated grab rails for added safe-

ty in rough waters.  4 stereo speakers adorn the hard top 
which allows you and your guests to hear the hot tunes.
 The bow seating area is very well thought out and 
designed.  Extra deep seats provide additional safety while 
under way.  The stainless-steel grab rails surround the 
seating area and access to the standard windlass is easy.  
The fiberglass table becomes a cushioned filler used to 
convert the area into an oversized sun pad or put up the 
table to enjoy your favorite cocktail.  
 With a pair of 300 HP Yamaha 4-strokes, the boat 
325 reached a top speed of 48.5 mph at 5,900 rpms and 
cruised at 29 mph at 3,700 rmps while only burning 17.5 
gallons per hour.  This boat has Grady-White’s trade-
marked Sea V² hull, making planning quick and effortless 
and provides a comfortable ride even in rougher waters. 
The 325 also carries the safety features always built-in to 
the brand, unsinkable foam flotation, a true self-bailing 
cockpit and overboard draining boxes.
 The fit and finish is nothing less than you would expect 
from Grady-White-exceptional.  The quality and handling 
are on par and is a must-see for any great lakes boater 
whether you are looking to fish or cruise to the islands. h  

Grady White
FREEDOM 325
By Capt. Chris Kourtakis www.gradywhite.com

Beam Amidships
10’9” (3.28 m)
...........................
LOA w/Swim Platforms
33’1” (10.08 m)
...........................
Hull Draft
24” (0.61 m)
...........................
Transom Deadrise
20 degrees  
(SeaV2® progression)
...........................
Maximum HP
700 (522 kW)
...........................
Fuel Capacity – Standard
288 gal. (1,090 l)
...........................
Weight w/o Engines
9,300 lb. (4,218 kg)
 

MSRP: Approx

$325,000 U.S.



By Eric Vienneau

Peerless Turf/Aqua Care specializes in getting rid of weeds 
in water that cause boat damage

We e d s  h ave  a l ways  b e e n  a 
nuisance. In the garden they 
get in the way, they make lawns 

look ugly, and they are a pain to get down 
on your knees and remove. So, many 
people hire a company to spray the weeds 
to get rid of them. Bodies of water also 
have this same weed issue. The weeds can 
damage propellors, or even tear them off 
entirely, they trap algae which gets onto 
the hulls of boats, and they smell terrible. 
Peerless Turf Care is a leader in spraying 
these weeds so boaters can keep playing. 
 Richard Maass, Operations Manager/
President of Peerless graduated from 

university in 1987. He had obtained his 
spraying license the year before and went on 
to obtain his aquatic license. In 1994, Maass 
worked for Peerless spraying lawns and trees 
for residential and commercial clients. 
 “I had the [aquatic license] but never 
used it until around 1999-2000 when we 
had a client approach us asking if we could 
spray his pond. So, I said ‘sure’,” said Maass. 
 After this first gig, doors began to open 
for Maass everywhere. In 2004, a competitor 
spraying company retired and offered 
his business to Maass. He said the only 
requirement is that he had to buy all his 
own equipment, and he could have all his 

clients. Similarly, the same year a competitor 
spraying company’s owner passed away, 
and the Ministry of Environment suggested 
Peerless take their clients. 
 “We started marketing to marinas, canals, 
people on lakes with weeds that we had 
determined needed [spraying] via satellite 
imagery,” said Maass. “Calls started coming 
galore- weeds under water were exploding.”
 Maass began speaking on invasive 
weeds for Municipalit ies and other 
organizations. From here, he also continued 
to obtain more and more clients. 
 Spraying in water as opposed to land 
is very different. For one, you must be an 

WE SPRAY SO YOU CAN 
PLAY
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amazing boat driver. “I’ve been on boats 
since I was born,” said Maass. For him, 
spraying in water was like second nature. 
As the company began to grow more 
and more each year, COVID-19 reared its 
ugly head in 2020. However, Maass says if 
anything, the pandemic was a very minor 
inconvenience for his business.
 “At first, we were not deemed essential, 
but after proving that we work outside 
most of the time away from other people, 
we were deemed essential. Aside from our 
offices closing to the public and only one 
office staff per room, we weren’t affected.”
 COVID also forced the Trent Severn 

Waterway and Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans to al low most of their 
employees to work from home as well. 
Maass said this made the process of 
obtaining permits take a very long time. 
“This was a problem because we need 
permits to do our work, and we weren’t 
getting them on time,” Maass said. 
 This did not completely deter Peerless 
though. Every year for the last fifth-teen 
years they have been renewing almost 
100 per cent of their customers and 
adding new ones.
 “The business hasn’t gone calm or 
gone backwards or gone stale, every year 

we’re moving the ball forward, however, 
last year we could have done a little better 
if the Federal Government had their 
things in order.” Said Maass.
 Peerless services clients from Timmins 
to Niagara and west to Windsor and East 
to Kingston. 
 “You could have some kids go and rake 
the weeds out of the water, or you could 
call Peerless. One application a year keeps 
your dock or marina clean, and it’s the 
better choice.”
 
For more information: 
https://www.peerlessturfcare.com/ 
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It is easy to lose your heart to a se-
ductive beauty like Charmelee, even 
though she is no longer young, and 

particularly when you realize that her 
slim curved shape carries impressive 
dimensions like 35-feet overall and 6’ 
6”beam. To Ken MacStephen it was a 
case of love at first sight when rumors 
of her existence proved true, and Ken 
finally saw her revealed in the dim light 
of the old boathouse that had been her 
home for many years. 

Charmelee II is a 1914 Gilbert, total-
ly complete and original, and restored 
to perfect condition, obviously happy to 
be rescued from her long storage, and 
returned to her natural water environ-
ment. 

A long-time collector and knowl-
edgeable boatman, Ken was immedi-
ately impressed by her extraordinary 
condition and completeness. It was 
also only the third Gilbert he had ever 
seen in his life; a unique launch, one of 
only seven known survivors from the 
St. Lawrence River factory operated by 

father and son which began production 
before the turn of the century.

Nelson Gilbert, the father in the 
building team, was a skilled wood 
worker who also had experience in 
foundry work. His son Fred, born in 
1877, grew up in river towns Ganano-
que and Brockville, where eventually 
father and three sons all worked for the 
Canada Carriage Works. While still in 
Gananoque, Nelson established a side-
line business utilizing his woodworking 
skills in the building of canoes. Two of 
his best were shown at Chicago’s Co-
lumbian Exposition of 1894, where the 
company was awarded a Gold medal 
and a Diploma for the Gananoque and 
the Miss Canada. In 1977, the owner 
of Miss Canada traded her in on a new 
model, still in excellent condition after 
83 years of service. At the time Fred 
Jr., grandson of the builder, and great 
grandson Christopher were planning 
to refinish Miss Canada in time for the 
1992 celebration of the 500th Columbi-
an anniversary.

In 1892 the boatyard was moved to 
Brockville, still adjacent to the Thou-
sand Islands vacation area in the St. 
Lawrence River, now becoming a fa-
vored summer playground for rich 
Americans and Canadians. Summer 
regattas featured canoe racing and 
sailing, and the Gilbert canoes became 
consistent winners. Fred quickly de-
veloped into a skilled competitor, de-
signing many canoes for his own use, 
and assisting others to maintain their 
championships. For many years, the 
American Canoe Association held its 
annual regatta at Sugar Island near 
Gananoque where in 1920 about 250 
competitors spent two weeks deciding 
championships in various classes. Leo 
Friede of New York City won [first 
place in seven events using a decked 
Gilbert sailing canoe. Rolf Armstrong 
in second place, as well as Thomas 
Zuk, and Frank Palmer of Connecticut 
were also using Gilbert canoes].

By 1925, Gilbert success was even 
more impressive with first, second, 
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third and fourth place wins, with the 
venerable Leo Friede, in Mermaid, nos-
ing out Ted Coggin of Chicago in an-
other Gilbert canoe. Interestingly, the 
fourth-place winner sailed Mab, built 30 
years previously by Nelson Gilbert. 

The advent of the automobile brought 
the Gilbert company into the produc-
tion of motorboats where they soon de-
veloped an international reputation and 
clientele. In 1904 the Brockville Evening 
Recorder described the company as “ 
the originator, designer, and manufac-
turer of the famous Gilbert Motorboats 
which are now used all over Canada.” 
Production sizes ranged from 20 to 35 
feet, cedar hulls finished with butternut 
and mahogany. Smalley engines built in 
Bay City, Michigan were used, and one 
of their vessels reportedly “won a gold 
cup in Toronto for the fastest motor-
boat in Canada.” This event probably 
marked the design debut of 30-year-old 
Fred, as the 1907 vessel was named the 
Smalley, apparently to honour the en-
gine builder.    

Left: At 35-feet overall, this 
1914 Gilbert is still a seductive 
beauty. The Sterling engine 
must be primed by turning a 
valve handle to let gas into the 
cylinder. Note the small gas 
can on the side. The original 
beauty of the helm is fully 
restored.

www.powerboating.com
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ris I, II, III and IV were built for R.J. 
Tooke of Montreal. Powered by Ster-
ling engines from 45 to 180 horsepow-
er they were all about 35’x 6’beam. For 
seven consecutive years these vessels 
captured the La Presse Cup in a 100-
mile regatta held at Lachine, Quebec, 
with Fred Gilbert driving and a Sterling 
mechanic tending the motor. Company 
literature of the time describes Doris 
as fast, roomy, comfortable, with seat-
ing for twelve, and operated exactly 
like a motor car with auto wheel and 
dashboard. Dyke’s Instruction Number 
Three published in 1915, illustrates Do-
ris lV powered by an eight-cylinder Ster-
ling150/180 hp. engine. Everyday speed 
is stated to be 35 mph. 

World War I intervened in Fred’s 
career, with service in the Royal Navy 
from 1915 to 1919. Following courses in 
navigation, gunnery, and engineering, 
he commanded a submarine chaser in 
the famous Dover Patrol, participated 
in the battles at Zeebruge and Ostend, 
and returned to Canada as a Senior 
Lieutenant, RNVR.

Navy experience with larger vessels 
eventually led to construction of larger 
custom pleasure craft in the twenties 
with Carryall, a 40-foot sedan, being 
built for Andrew Mellon, banker, and 
former Secretary of the Treasury. For 
Colonel Victor Sifton he built the Sky-
lark, a 60-foot double cabin cruiser, the 
largest craft of its type at that time. Ear-
lier, Insurgent, a 40-foot racer was built 
to defend the Gold Challenge Cup held 
by the Thousand Islands Yacht Club, 
while Kathleen, a 35-footer in cedar 
was designed for the 100-mile event at 
Lachine. Powered by a 100 hp Scripps 
engine she reached speeds of 30 mph 
in 1910. The bread-and-butter model 
in 1911 remained the 30-foot runabout 
with five-foot beam capable of 25 mph, 
and many wealthy customers ordered 
these fast boats for use on Lake Cham-
plain, the St. Lawrence River, and the 
Muskoka Lakes. 

In 1914, Charmelee II was built as 
an elegant day-cruiser, with comfort-
able leather seating for eight, a canvas 
auto top, a folding windscreen, and 
other deluxe appointments. Her 35-foot 
length offered a smooth ride on inland 
water sand her Sterling engine provid-
ed cruising speeds of 15-20 mph with 
a top speed of 26 mph. Nothing is now 
known of her earliest years, nor of the 
origin of her fascinating name. In 1925, 

she was bought by Dr. Robert C. Griffith 
and transported to his summer home 
at Griffith lsland on Stoney Lake, a 
rock-studded vacation paradise, part of 
the Kawartha chain and the Trent canal 
system. Here she saw regular but limit-
ed service until the death of Dr. Griffith 
in 1935. Then began her first period of 
extended storage which was to last un-
til 1950. at the Brown Boat Company 
in Lalib field. Dr. Griffith’s son Barrett 
had her brought back to her island boat-
house for a brief period in the fifties but 
his career in New Jersey allowed him lit-
tle time for the annual needs of a major 
vessel. A second long period of storage 
at Gordon’s Marina in Bobcaygeon fol-
lowed with Ken MacStephen discover-
ing her in 1985.

Ken vividly recalls his first encounter 
with the dust-covered beauty. 

“When I recovered from my original 
shock, I was amazed to find how com-
plete and original she was. Despite years 
of neglect, she was in extraordinary con-
dition, very little wood needed replac-
ing, all her mechanical systems were 
intact, her deck hardware was all there, 
in fact the only complete replacements 
needed would be the canvas top and 
her leather upholstery. I knew she was 
unique, only the third Gilbert I had ever 
seen, and a rare example of a pre-World 
War I passenger launch. I was immedi-
ately committed to restoring Charmelee 
to her original beauty.”

That restoration began in 1987 at the 
Campbellford boatyard of the Clarion 
Boat Company, well-known as restorers 
and the builders of a modern gentleman’s 
racer the 25-foot Gold Cup designed 
by Steve Killing. When relaunched in 

July,1988, CharmeIee had truly been re-
born.  Dwight Boyd of Clarion had com-
pletely rebuilt her, replacing only a very 
little wood, fashioning a new one of the 
wooden hoops that supported her roof 
canvas, rebuilding her original Sterling 
engine, a model B 50/85, 970 cubic inch 
T-head 6-cylinder, and applying eight 
coats of varnish inside and out. 

Her badly rotted canvas top had 
served as a pattern for the new covering, 
and her cracked leather seats were also 
used to duplicate the diamond pattern 
in her new wine coloured leather up-
holstery. In the careful stripping-down 
process of reconstructing the seating, an 
interesting discovery was made. A wom-
an’s name and a 1914 date were found 
penciled on a seat back and thought to 
be a good luck wish from the original 
upholsterer. 

Under her long foredeck, a coni-
cal-shaped, baffled, copper gasoline 
tank,5.5 feet long, holding about 40 gal-
lons, was removed, inspected, subject-
ed to minor repairs, and reinstalled. In 
her engine room the aluminum floors 
were also carefully removed, cleaned, 
and replaced in position. Fully lined in 
planked cedar, this spacious compart-
ment offers roomy access to the Sterling 
engine, plus storage area for fenders and 
deck lines.

 Starting this ancient engine requires 
a thoughtful priming procedure which 
is wondrous to watch. Mounted atop 
each of the six cylinders is a priming cup 
which must be filled from a small con-
tainer of gasoline. As each cup is filled, 
the turn of a valve handle allows the 
gasoline to drain down into the cylinder. 
Originally a chrome plated crank was 
then fitted to the engine through two 
plate glass doors installed amid ships in 
the firewall near the driver’s feet. The 
6 volt Bosch dual ignition system was 
switched to “coil”, the engine cranked, 
and after starting was switched to “mag-
neto”. Sometime in the twenties, a start-
ing motor was fitted to end the probably 
dangerous hand-cranking, but the orig-
inal crank is still carried and could be 
used today, if necessary.

The Sterling engine is remarkably re-
liable, rumbling into life following Ken’s 
careful repetition of the exact starting 
procedure. Her slow revolutions seem 
to demonstrate an old-time reliability as 
she appears to be able to cruise forever at 
700 rpm, cruising at about i5 mph, while 
her top revolutions of 1000 will produce 
a smooth ride at 26 mph, with almost no 

CHARMELEE II

“Charmelee has 
character 
and soul. 

She was built 
by the hand, 

heart, and eye 
of a 

craftsman-”
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Don and Marlene Thomas in Lady Gilbert, another Gilbert launch 
built around 1920 showing graceful lines and detailed craftsmanship.

detectable change in hull attitude. 
Underneath her vee-shaped transom, a 

22” x 32”, three-bladed propellor converts 
the torque delivered by a 15-foot-long steel 
shaft of two inches in diameter. Above the 
water a huge Canadian red ensign of 1914 
style flies majestically from a varnished 
staff, the large size being true to her ap-
pearance in vintage photographs.

Her launching on July 31,1989, was 
necessary for Charmelee to motor to her 
first scheduled appearance at the Clay-
ton, New York, annual show, where she 
arrived on her own bottom, via the Trent 
Canal and Lake Ontario. After winning 
top honors in the high-speed launch class, 
Ken then proceeded via the Rideau canal 
to the Ottawa show of the Manotick Boat 
Club where she again was a winner in her 
class. Back again at her home waters in 
the Bay of Quinte near Picton, she had 
covered some hundreds of miles, passed 
through 107 locks, operated more than 
100 engine hours, all in her first summer 

since refurbishment.
From the driving Position her long var-

nished deck stretches forward seeming-
ly for yards, bridging several waves, and 
rising only imperceptibly as her speed 
increases. Her eight passengers lean back 
in leather armchair comfort as he rushes 
effortlessly through the water, her cut-
water slicing through the waves, and her 
4300 Pound displacement smoothing out 
her passage. In a concession to modern 
comforts, an insulated drawer was in-
stalled under a starboard side seat aft, 
where a cruise-size supply of cold drinks 
can be carried. This is, of course, exactly 
what Charmelee was built to do; elegant 
day-cruising, in superb comfort. 

She is one of only a few examples of 
the Gilbert production of narrow round-
bilged launches. On April 1, 1923, a fire 
swept through the factory, destroying the 
building and its contents. Fifteen motor-
boats of various sizes, 10 belonging to Pri-
vate owners, were consumed in the infer-

no. Nine completed racing canoes along 
with six more in construction, all destined 
for the American Canoe Association an-
nual regatta at Sugar Island, were victims 
of the flames. Yet, all but one owner was 
covered by insurance, and the plant was 
rebuilt in time, surviving to this day as a 
marina on the Brockville waterfront.  

By 1928 the day of the custom-designed 
displacement launch was ending, and the 
stock market collapsing the following 
year reduced the market even further’ 
Fred Gilbert, sensing the market change, 
developed two new designs - a l9-foot and 
a 2 1-footvee-bottomed runabout, both of 
which could be built from the same pat-
terns and the same wooden form. This 
was the start of a successful production 
that ensured the company fortune, until 
1939 again brought world conflict and 
ended peacetime prosperity. These twin 
cock pit forward turnabouts were built in 
the Gilbert tradition of the finest mate-
rials, mahogany planking, oak stems, fir 
chines and keels, butternut frames, ce-
dar inner planking, elm for intermediate 
stiffeners with brass or bronze fastenings. 
A double-bottom design, they featured an 
inner diagonal planking of cedar, a lay-
er of imbedded canvas, and mahogany 
longitudinal outer planking. This honest 
construction, plus the workmanship for 
which the factory was famous, gave these 
runabouts an enduring reputation as the 
best in the area.

A Gilbert launch is a wonderful rarity. 
an echo from the past, but thanks to the 
dedication of People like Ken MacSte-
phen a few magnificent examples have 
survived.

Says Ken, “Charmelee has charac-
ter and soul. She was built by the hand, 
heart, and eye of a craftsman, and she 
was built in wood, a natural material that 
is elegant and graceful. She stands a trib-
ute to her builders and will remain a joy 
for years to come.” h

The legendary Harold Shields was 
part of the Power Boating Canada 
writers’ team since its inception, 
as well as he sat on the Power 
Boating Canada editorial advisory 
board and was the major promotor 
and organizer of the CNSS and 
International Boat Show. He is the 
founder of the Toronto International 
Boat Show and is an honorary life 
member of the Canadian Boating 
Federation. 
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By LaDonna 
Gundersen 

Recipe expert from The Little Alaskan Crab Cookbook,  by LaDonna Gundersen. 
Copyright 2020 by Ole and LaDonna Gundersen. www.ladonnarose.com  

Halibut 
Ceviche  

68 Power Boating Canada  |  Volume 36 Number 1

A Note From LaDonna Rose

Don’t be afraid of frozen fish. While it’s not perfect, frozen fish 
is pretty darn good. Seafood is often flash frozen onboard 
the ship, or at the very least kept on ice and then frozen 
right after being trimmed. Much of the fish even at specialty 
grocery stores has been frozen anyway. 

 

Serve with mini tostada shells or 
tortilla chips.

INGREDIENTS  MAKES 6 CUPS 
 
1½ pounds halibut, skinned, trimmed and cut 

into bite-size pieces 

¾ cup lime juice (about 7 limes) 

2 medium tomatoes, diced  

½ cup red onion, finely chopped  

½ cup cilantro, chopped  

2 tablespoons olive oil  

1 serrano chili, finely minced  

1 teaspoon sea salt or more to taste  

1/8 teaspoon ground black pepper  

½ teaspoon dried oregano  

mini (3-inch) crisp tostada shells tortilla chips 

DIRECTIONS

Put halibut in a glass bowl; cover completely with 
lime juice.  

Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate for 1 hour.  

Meanwhile, mix remaining ingredients (except 
tostada and tortilla chips) in another bowl. Chill in 
the refrigerator while the halibut is finishing.  

When the halibut is ready, put into a mesh strainer 
and strain the fish from the lime juice, put fish into 
a bowl. Drain most of the juice from the tomato 
mixture and add to the bowl with the halibut. 
Gently mix well.
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Crosstown Engine Remanufacturing is family owned and operated since 1965. 
We have the most complete and modern engine rebuilding machine shop in Canada.  
We Provide complete gas and diesel engine rebuilding for Domestic, Japanese and European engines.

Complete modern machine shop

Dyno testing

Lots of engines and parts in stock  
including specialized engine parts

Various types of engines can be rebuilt
from 3.0 4 cyl up to 1500hp supercharged 
engines

Suppliers, custom orders available

www.crosstownengines.com
27 Musgrave Street, Toronto, ON, M4E 2H3
416-691-2355  •  info@crosstownengines.com

NEED YOUR ENGINE REBUILT!

SEND SPECIAL OFFER TO:  
Power Boating Canada Magazine • 268 - 44 Crawford Crescent, Campbellville, ON L0P 1B0 
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Suzuki Marine is bringing its drive-by-
wire technology to its smaller outboard 

offerings by announcing production of a 
new 115- and 140-hp four-stroke outboard 
for the 2021 model year.

Suzuki Marine says the DF115BG and 
DF140BG outboards are the first in their 
class to offer the advantages of drive-by-
wire technology. The technology has been 
available for several years on Suzuki’s 150- 
through 350-hp models. 

“ We  a re  p l e a s e d  to  b r i n g  n e w 
technology and performance to this 
important class of outboard motor,” said 
George “Gus” Blakely, vice president of sales 
for Suzuki Motor of America Inc., Marine 
Division. “These are not only the world’s 
first four-stroke outboards in their class to 
include factory drive-by-wire technology, 
they feature a new design, a new look and 
enhanced performance for a wide range of 
boats around the world.”

Blakely said the outboards provide 
simplif ied r igging for boatbuilders, 
while consumers get smooth shifting, 
instant throttle response and enhanced 
performance. In addition to integrating 

dr ive -by-wire  technology,  Suzuk i ’s 
engineers went to work under the cowling. 

The 2.0- l i ter  outboards have an 
upgraded compression ratio of 10.6:1, 
which helps the outboards achieve a 
better top speed and acceleration by 
improving thermal efficiency. Suzuki said 
the DF115BG and DF140BG outboards 
have 5 to 7 percent better fuel efficiency 
compared to existing models.

O t h e r  i m p ro ve m e n t s  i n c l u d e  a 
40-amp alternator on both models for 
improved output and battery charging 
performance at low idle speeds. To make 
routine maintenance easier, Suzuki made 
it possible to replace the oil filter simply 
by removing the upper engine cover. A 
new Oil Spill Catcher surrounding the oil 
filter mount allows for changing the filter 
without making a mess. Suzuki added 
an easy access Water Detection Fuel 
Filter to help protect the engine against 
contaminated fuel.

With lots of improvements under the 
cowling, Suzuki updated the exterior for 
a sporty, streamlined exterior design. The 
redesigned cowling has a new air intake 

structure with improved water separation 
and a silencer-resonator system to reduce 
engine noise at all engine speeds, Suzuki said.

Both new outboards boast new graphics 
and new-for-2021 Super Cool White color 
scheme and Suzuki’s traditional Pearl 
Nebular Black. The DF115BG and DF140BG 
are available with 20-inch and 25-inch shaft 
lengths.

Suzuki Marine said it will continue to 
offer the existing DF115A and DF140A 
outboards alongside the new models, 
which were expected to start production 
in October. For more information about 
Suzuki Marine’s outboard offerings, visit  
www.suzukimarine.com.

SUZUKI MARINE 
ADDS DRIVE-BY-WIRE 
TECH TO TWO OUTBOARDS

LIVORSI MARINE OFFERS 

VERSATILE NEW BRACKET
L ivorsi Marine has Introduced a new high-flow filter/water 

separator bracket, specifically compatible with Mercury 
Racing’s 450R Outboard and other high horsepower engines. 

The bracket can be mounted almost anywhere with its 
multiple port locations. The configurable mounting bracket 
allows the fuel filter/water separator bracket to be mounted 
in very tight locations and is available in single-, dual-, and 
triple-tank configurations. 

The 10 different color options allow the separator to 

easily match whatever style you have going on in your 
boat. Private labeling also available for the brackets. The 
high-flow fuel filter/water separator bracket is anodized 
and powder-coated for complete saltwater protection. 
Livorsi Marine sells separately 1/2” or 3/8” NPT fittings 
and filters.
 Learn more at www.livorsimarine.com
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Secrets for
Fishing
Success 
by a 
Professional
Fisherman

Patrick Campeau
Visit: www.pcampeau.com

Patrick Campeau
Visit: www.pcampeau.com

campeau.pdf   1   2019-01-02   6:04 PM

Discover the 
Sea-doo Life

There’s no wrong way to Live 
the Sea-Doo Life, just a whole 
whack of right ones

PRECISION POWER SPORTS
1762 London Line, Sarnia, ON 
519-541-1802
precisionpowersports.ca

LEATHERDALE MARINE
RR#7, 5571, Orilla, ON    
705-325-2249
www.leatherdalemarine.com

ENERGY POWERSPORTS
879 Cranberry Ct, Oakville, ON 
905-901-5500
905-875-6006
www.energypowersports.ca

©2012 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ™, ® and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products or its affiliates. Products are distributed in the USA by BRP US Inc. Always ride 
safely and responsibly. Not all riding conditions are appropriate for inexperienced or beginner riders.
2107217

SEE THE WORLD’S ONLY ON-WATER BRAKE IN ACTION AT SEA-DOO.COM.

WHATEVER YOU BRAKE FOR,
SEA-DOO HAS THE STOPPING POWER.
THE WORLD’S FIRST AND ONLY WATERCRAFT WITH A BRAKE. Take control of those brilliant
days on the water with Intelligent Brake and Reverse, only from Sea-Doo.® You’ll
be able to stop your watercraft sooner and dock effortlessly, no matter what your
destination. Find out more at sea-doo.com.

Dealer Imprint
Goes Here

2107217_PWC_Brand_EN_MAGspd Multidlr_4c.indd   1 12/4/12   1:22 PM

Available at these fine dealers:

©2021 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ™, ® and the BRP logo are trademarks of  Bombardier Recreational Products or its affiliates. 
Products are distributed in the USA by BRP US Inc. Always ride safely and responsibly. Not all riding conditions are appropriate for inexperienced or beginner riders. 

brp coop 30-6 frame.pdf   1   2015-12-10   5:01 PM

MAKE YOUR DAY GREAT 
WITH SEA-DOO

DISCOVER THE 2016 LINE-UP 
AT ONE OF THESE FINE DEALERS

Greater Vancouver
Powersports Inc
Surrey, BC
604-888-8700
www.gvps.ca

Riverside Honda
& Skidoo
St. Albert, AB
780-458-7227
www.riversidehonda.com

Leatherdale Marine
RR#7, 5571 Hwy 12 South
Orillia, ON
705-325-2249
www.leatherdalemarine.com

St. Onge Recreation
Barrie, ON
705-733-2280
www.stongerecreation.com

BRP seadoo.indd   1 2015-12-23   2:17 PM

MAKE YOUR DAY GREAT 
WITH SEA-DOO

DISCOVER THE 2016 LINE-UP 
AT ONE OF THESE FINE DEALERS

GREATER VANCOUVER
POWERSPORTS INC
Surrey, BC
604-888-8700
gvps.ca

RIVERSIDE HONDA
& SKIDOO
St. Albert, AB
780-458-7227
riversidehonda.com

PRECISION POWER
SPORTS
Sarnia, ON
519 541-1802
precisionpowersports.ca

LEATHERDALE MARINE
RR#7, 5571 Hwy 12 South
Orillia, ON
705-325-2249
leatherdalemarine.com

ST. ONGE
RECREATION
Barrie, ON
705-733-2280
stongerecreation.com

THE COVE
Muskoka -
Mactier, ON
705-375-2099
thecove.ca

SNOW CITY
1255 Kennedy Rd
Toronto, ON
416-752-1560
www.snowcity.com

SUDBURY BOAT & CANOE
314 Harrison Drive
Sudbury, ON
705-675-5555
sudburyboat.com

FACTORY RECREATION
347 Cranston Crescent
Midland, ON
705-526-2248
factoryrecreation.com

BRP seadoo.indd   1 2016-01-05   11:26 AM

FUN RUNS IN THE FAMILY

DISCOVER THE 2017 LINE-UP 
AT ONE OF THESE FINE DEALERS

For more information call 
Meyers Pier Marina at: 
613 967-1906 
www.belleville.ca

MEYERS PIER MARINA
L 44 08.09’ N Lo 77 22.38’ W

Meyers Pier Marina offers  
first-class amenities for boaters.
• 15+ dedicated transient slips
• 150 seasonal slips
• gas, diesel, pumpout
• newly updated washrooms, 

showers, on-site laundry
• power & water at each dock
• overnight security 
• free use of bicycles
• walking distance to shopping,  

downtown, restaurants
• Monitoring VHF Ch 68

Meyers Pier Marina 
is located in the basin 
east of the mouth of the 
Moira River. Watch for the 
Belleville light. It is fixed 
green on a 25 foot high 
white tower with a green 
top mounted at the end 
of the breakwater that 
extends from the marina’s 
southwest wharf.
See you there!

myers pier ad.indd   1 2019-01-10   5:56 PM
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ANCHOR 
THAT STICKS 
THE LANDING

LIMESTONE TO 
DEBUT NEW 
L-200CC AT BAY 
BRIDGE BOAT SHOW
The 35-year-old company recently re-launched with new ownership, ideals, 

and a revamped model line-up. Their first new model introduction to 
sweep the boating industry will be debuted and on display at the 2021 Bay 
Bridge Boat Show- the L-200CC center console. The Bay Bridge Boat Show runs 
April 15-18, 2021, in Stevensville, MD.

“As we move through the design and production phases of our brand 
relaunch, it’s exciting to see the first new model completed, and even more 
exciting to have our first new Limestone model on display for the boat show 
public,” said Limestone CEO Scott Hanson.

The L-200CC comes in at 20’ 0” and can be powered by 200-250 HP Yamaha/
Mercury outboards. Dimillo’s on the Chesapeake is the participating dealer 
representing the Limestone brand during the show. Also in attendance will be 
Limestone representatives, and the boat at the show will be rigged with a 200 
HP Yamaha outboard. 

“As we looked to reinvigorate the Limestone L-200CC offering - as well as 
our entire revitalized model line-up debuting soon as well – we wanted to 
ensure we continue to build on our reputation for performance, durability and 
safety,” said Scott Hanson.

Limestone is primarily recognized in the northeast United States and parts 
of Canada, completing their revamped model line-up with runabouts, cuddies, 
center and dual consoles with classic day boat and fishing arrangements.

• Rudders
• Shafts

• Gear Cases
• Skegs

• Propellers
• Struts

BAYVIEW PROPELLER REPAIR
“WE REPAIR WHAT OTHERS CAN’T”

www.bayviewpropeller.ca
email: bayview.propeller@sympatico.ca

832 NORTHEY’S BAY ROAD (705) 654-3545 
WOODVIEW, ONTARIO K0L 3E0 (705) 654-4409 • FAX (705) 654-4611

We offer 
a computer assisted 
propeller sizing service

LET US OPTIMIZE YOUR PERFORMANCE
WE REPAIR & REPLACE

BAYVIEW.indd   1 2015-11-11   2:05 PM

www.powerboating.com

Setting an anchor at the bottom of a lake or ocean can 
be a frustrating as trying to keep a toddler seated at a 

Sunday church service. Anchor manufacturers have created 
boxes, claws and mushroom anchors to keep boats in 
place—all with varying degrees of success.

The ULTRA Anchor from Ultra Marine West is the next 
generation of anchors hoping to keep your boat hooked 
up. The anchor is a work of art, handmade in Turkey from 
316 stainless steel and hand polished. For us, the coolest 
feature is that if the anchor lands upside-down, it instantly 
recovers into the attack position.

Among the anchor’s patented features include a curved 
lead-filled tip for instant penetration, concaved base sur-
faces for maximum holding power and large side wing 
plates that continue to hold even with changing wind or 
tide conditions. The shank’s reinforced eye will not bend, 
break or fail, according to the company. The anchor comes 
with a lifetime warranty.
The ULTRA Anchor is suitable for all center-console mod-
els and locates securely onto the bow roller. The anchor is 
available from 11 to 800 pounds. The anchor 
(pictured) retails for $3,049.
Learn more about the product at 
www.ultramarinewest.com.
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LEATHERDALE MARINE
RR#7, 5571 Hwy 12 South
Orillia, ON
705.325.2249 
www.leatherdalemarine.com

Sport Series

Check out the looks 
& performance of 

these models! 

Check out the 2021 models 
at this dealer near you:

2004 Bavaria 38
Lying in St. Maarten
Contact: Reg Bates
Asking: $109,900

1997 Tiara 4000 Express Hardtop
A rare find!  Exceptional quality!
Contact: Greg Stratychuk
Asking: $209,900

2000 Sea Ray 480 Sedan Bridge
Upgraded CAT C12’s – 300 hrs.
Contact: Rocco Barca
Asking: $399,000

2006 Ocean Alexander 45 Sedan
Exceptional Quality – Immaculate!
Contact: Rocco Barca
Asking: $469,000

2005 Beneteau 423
Voted ‘Boat of the Year’!
Contact: Rocco Barca
Asking: $194,900

1997 Silverton 372/392
Huge interior layout!
Contact: Mike Burns
Asking: $99,900

1997 Monterey 296
Heat/AC, Windlass, etc.
Contact: Dan Peel
Asking: $37,000

1991 Gozzard 31
Exceptional Cruiser!
Contact: Greg Stratychuk
Asking: $97,500

Visit us
at the Virtual 

Toronto International 
Boat Show 

January 18-21, 
2021

TWO CONVENIENT 
LOCATIONS 

SALES • SERVICE
GAS •

LICENSED 
PATIO & FOOD

CALL 1800NEWBOAT • MuskokaMarinas.ca

We proudly sell and service:

M  A  R  I  N  E

M  A  R  I  N  E

M  A  R  I  N  E

M  A  R  I  N  E

blue - pms 287
black



74 Power Boating Canada  |  Volume 36 Number 1 www.powerboating.com

MAINSTREAMPBC

BRP MAKES A BOLD DECISION
As they electrify the industry, they are mak-

ing more jobs in both Valcourt, Quebec 
and in Europe

BRP is introducing electric models for each 
of its product lines by the end of 2026. They 
are investing over $300 million over the next 
five years to achieve this, and the first product 
is expected to hit the market within two years.

“We have always said electrification was 
not a question of ‘if’ but a question of ‘when’. 
Today, we are very excited to unveil more 
details of our plan to deliver market-shaping 
products that will enhance the consumer 
experience by offering new electric options,” 
said José Boisjoli, President and CEO. “We are 
leveraging our engineering know-how and 
innovation capabilities to define the best 
strategy for developing electric-powered 
products.”

In 2019, BRP acquired assets of Alta 
Motors, an electric motorcycle manufac-
turer. They commercialized the Rotax Sonic 
E-Kart which is in operation at the Rotax 
MAX Dome in Linz, Austria. A few months 
later they released e-concepts at Club BRP 
2019. A glimpse into the future. Sea-Doo 

is involved, being a part of the e-concepts. 
They have produced several battery-electric, 
hybrid-electric, and fuel cell-electric vehicles 
over the years. 

Making a bold decision to develop its 
Rotax modular electric powerpack technol-
ogy, BRP will enhance customer experience 
by offering new electric options. 

As a result, they are expanding their Rotax 
electric power unit development infrastruc-
ture in Gunkirchen, Austria, and is also creat-
ing BRP Electric Vehicle Development Centre, 

located in its hometown of Valcourt, Quebec, 
Canada. It features state-of-the-art equip-
ment including test benches and dynamom-
eters, robotized manufacturing cell for elec-
tric batteries.

They are recruiting for several positions as 
they move to the next phase of electric pro-
pulsion technology development. Quebec, 
Austria, Finland and the United Stated, and 
hundreds of engineers and specialized tech-
nicians will be involved in developing and 
producing electric vehicles at BRP.

YAMAHA INTRODUCES UPGRADED 
4.2 LITRE V MAX SHO® OUTBOARD
Yamaha Motor Canada launched an upgraded 

4.2-litre V MAX SHO® outboard. This exciting 
upgrade offers a full 40 percent more charging 
capacity and boasts a modern new styling. 

“Today’s boats have an ever-increasing 
array of advanced electronics, and boaters 
want to know their systems have plenty of 
power to take them wherever they need to 
go,” said Rob Bradley, Yamaha Motor Canada’s 
marine product specialist. “The newly upgrad-
ed V MAX SHO V6 offers this confidence as 
battery charging capability increases from 50 
to 70 amps.”

Renowned for power, performance and 
reliability, the V MAX SHO outboard is incred-
ible on fuel economy while maintaining 
smooth and quiet operation. These outboards 
are perfect for tournament anglers or your 
regular everyday recreational boater.

Available at 200, 225 or 250 prop-shaft 

horsepower, with select models available with 
a 25-inch shaft and optional isolator for charg-
ing or trolling batteries, these new models also 
feature Yamaha’s exclusive TotalTilt feature. The 
new SHO models tilt from current position to 
full tilt up (or to tilt limit setting), or down to the 
engagement of the trim rams without further 
interaction by the operator with a double tap 
of the trim button. For safety, a horn will sound 
before and during the operations. A push of the 
trim button can stop movement anywhere in 
between operations as well. The benefit of the 
TotalTilt is to make it easier for trailering or trim-
ming the outboard up in a shallow situation. 

These outboards remain familiar. The steer-
ing is hydraulic, and it is mechanically oper-
ated. It has flexible gauge options from con-
ventional analog gauges, or digital with the 
new CL5 digital touchscreen display or the CL7 
full function MFD and is also suitable for cable-

driven pedal applications. 
Yamaha recently introduced their new 

V6 Offshore outboards in January, and the 
V MAX SHO is yet another notable exciting 
release for 2021. 

The new V MAX SHO will be available in 
May.
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THE PALM BEACH 
INTERNATIONAL BOAT 
SHOW WAS A SUCCESS 

Even with COVID still lurking the streets, 
the Palm Beach Boat Show decided to go 

in-person anyways. This was the 35th Annual 
Palm Beach International Boat Show, which 
took place from Thursday, March 25th- Sunday, 
March 28th along the historic Flagler Drive in 
downtown West Palm Beach.

Highlights
The show had over $1.2 billion in mari-

time products to showcase, bringing in thou-
sands of visitors. Some of the exciting debut’s 
included various luxury yachts, including 
the Princess X95, a 95-foot beauty with an 
enclosed sky lounge and large interior space, 
the Princess F45, and the Sirena 88. 

Also notable was Tiara Yachts’ new 48 LS, 
which is the largest outboard-powered model 
they have ever built, and for literary fans out 
there, on public display for the first time was 
the Wheeler 38 which is a replica of famous 
writer Ernest Hemingway’s fishing boat, Pilar. 

As for one of the most expensive boats at 
the show, look no further than the Quantum 
of Solace, 238 feet bow to stern floating castle 
with a nightclub, DJ booth, and disco ball 
coming in at a $66.7 million. Named after 007 
movies, this boat was launched in 20212 by 
John Staluppi. 

Velocity Powerboats was on display 
with fierce exterior designs, bringing a 
taste of power boating to the Palm Beach 
International Boat Show among the many 
yachts.  

“ The success of the Palm Beach 
International Boat Show is a testament to 
the hard work and dedication of the entire 
Informa team, the collaboration and support 
of government officials from the City of West 
Palm Beach, and our partnership with the 
Marine Industries Association of Palm Beach 

County,” said Andrew Doole, president of U.S. 
boat shows at Informa Markets. “By leverag-
ing our AllSecure standards – as well as the 
best practices we gleaned from hosting the 
St. Petersburg Power and Sailboat Show and, 
prior to that, the Fort Lauderdale International 
Boat Show – we were able to deliver an unfor-
gettable experience for visitors and exhibitors 
while supporting the local and state economy.” 

Covid-19 Response 
The City of West Palm Beach worked close-

ly with Informa Markets to have the show 
safely with COVID-19. They adopted enhances 
safety measures, making the layout entirely 
open-air, increased number of entrances to 
ease flow, and of course, face masks were 
required. 

The show was great economically. In 2019, 
the total statewide economic impact of the 
Palm Beach International Boat Show totaled 
over $682 million, with total sales resulting 
from the show around $227 million. 

With COVID-19, the boats sold a lot better. 
I guess people want to escape by spending 
most of their time on the water during boat-
ing season. 

“The economy is over the top right now, 
and boat sales are beyond over the top – 
the only thing that is going to slow it down 
short-term is that we’re running out of inven-
tory to sell,” said Tim Derrico, Director of HMY 
Yacht Sales in West Palm Beach, FL who par-
ticipated as an exhibitor at the Palm Beach 
International Boat Show. “In South Florida, 
we’re going to be in for some good times and 
good boat sales for the foreseeable future.”

The 36th annual Palm Beach International 
Boat Show is set to return on March 24th- 
March 27th, 2022.  My guess is that COVID-19 
will not hinder the show once again if it is still 
around then but let’s just hope it’s not. 

For more information: www.PBBoatshow.com
To view full photo gallery: 
https://powerboating.com/palmbeach2021/

AQUACARE

Richard Maas
519-746-7100
richard@peerlessturfcare.ca
www.peerlessturfcare.ca

• Peerless will provide season long control of many 
aquatic water weeds

• Clean up around your dock, marina and shoreline
• Individual and group prices available
• Government permits required — Peerless looks after 

all permits (but permits take time - we need your 
commitment by March 10)

WATER WEEDS Giving You Trouble

Peerless ad.indd   1 2020-01-07   12:03 PM
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MAINSTREAMPBC

The Orillia Perch Festival is opening once the Provincial lockdown is 
lifted. The organizers, the Orillia District Chamber of Commerce, are 

following the provincial’s guide lines to reduce the chances of COVID-
19 spreading. The start date will be the first Saturday after the lock-
down is lift and will run for three weeks (22days) and end on a Saturday. 
The areas open to fishing are all of Lakes Simcoe and Couchiching as 
well as all of Simcoe County. They are going virtual like many other 
events this year because of COVID-19. The festival runs for three weeks 
and averages about 3,500 anglers of all ages.

This year is the 40th Anniversary of the Orillia Perch Festival, and it 
is full of opportunities to win some of the $80,000 in cash and prizes 
available.

The approach is different this year. You still fish to win all the prizes 
only now you will submit a picture of the fish you caught to be eligible 
to win from your phone. Your phone becomes your Registration Form 
by doing the following. Go to www.orillia.com, follow the instructions 

on how to register, pay and put oth-
ers on your phone.  You then down-
load the Snapd Hub App to participate in the Festival.  This qualifies for 
a daily draw, a weekly draw, and the Grand Prize draw. There is only one 
submission per person per day. This submission also starts a random-
izer that picks some angler daily to be a tagged perch winner if they 
fished that day. Any age can win a tagged perch worth $100, maybe 
$500, or even $1,000.

It is important that daily submissions are sent in by 7pm on the 
day the perch was caught. Daily Fishing hours for submissions are 
7am to 7pm

“The Orillia Perch Festival remains a great opportunity for both 
young and old to wet the lines and get outdoors safely,” says Steve 
Clarke, the Mayor of the City of Orillia, in a statement. “Whether you go 
out with your household to your favourite fishing spot or motor out at 
a safe to find your lucky spot, we hope you have fun during the festival 
and win some great prizes while you are at it.”

Doug Bunker, Orillia Perch Festival organizer, says fishing is a 
unique sport for anglers of all ages, and encourages participants to 
get outside and fish safely. “Fishing always creates good memories 
and the stories that go with them!” he said. “We also have increased 
our fishing areas, to promote social distancing, by having all of Lakes 
Simcoe and Couchiching and all of Simcoe County. A printable virtual 
Perch Festival Book with all the prizes, sponsors, festival info, rules 
and regulations is also online to reduce physical contact.”

The Grand Prize is a fishermen’s dream, A Lund fishing boat and 
trailer with a 50 HP Mercury outboard on a custom trailer and Cummins 
Tonneau cover. To register, it is $5 for children, and $25 for adults. 

For more up-to-date information, visit https://www.orillia.com  h

ORILLIA PERCH FESTIVAL 
TO OPEN AFTER LOCKDOWN 
IS LIFTED

FULL LINE OF 
OUTBOARDS

To fi nd an outboard that gets you going 
visit these fi ne dealers

MONTO RENO MARINA
1111 Killarney Beach Rd

Lefroy, ON
Lake Simcoe
705.456.2122

1-888-689-7971
www.montoreno.com

PARKWAY YAMAHA
293 Pretty River Parkway

Collingwood, ON
705-445-7707

www.parkwayyamaha.com
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Sign up for our newsletter
https://powerboating.com/newsletter/

h 420 quality floating slips with
 spacious channels 
h Card Access security
h Fuel/Waste Pump-outs
h First Class 6000 SF Clubhouse
h Great Local Restaurants/Pubs/ 
 Shopping

h	 Privacy 3 PC Showers, & Laundry
h 50 ton Travel Lift
h Reciprocal visitor dockage 
 available.
h	 Two Great Ramps. 
          Trailer-able Boats Welcome!

301 Watson St. W., Whitby, ON VHF 68
905-668-1900  Email: marina@whitby.ca  www.whitby.ca

Just 23NM east
of Toronto 

Harbour

port whitby-PBC 30-6.indd   1 2017-01-09   11:11 AM

ANDREWS TRUCKING
THE EXPERTS in Yacht Transporting. 

HYDRAULIC TRAILER SERVICE UP TO 50’ 

Large or Small     Power or Sail. 
 

R.R. 4, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario
email: transport@andrewstrucking.com

1 -800 -263 - 7 140
NO CHARGE DIALING

MONTO RENO MARINA
1111 Killarney Beach Rd
Lefroy, ON, Lake Simcoe 
705-456-2122 •  1-888-689-7971
www.montoreno.com

MAKE A SPLASH

Yamaha unveils its most 
extensive new watercraft 

launch ever for 2021

Available at: 

waverunner 35-6NEW.indd   1waverunner 35-6NEW.indd   1 2021-03-03   4:02 PM2021-03-03   4:02 PM

45 Dundas St E, Hwy #5, 
Waterdown
Dundas, ON L9H 7H8

(905) 522-4081
www.dundasmarine.ca

campion.indd   1campion.indd   1 2021-03-03   3:57 PM2021-03-03   3:57 PM

MONTO RENO MARINA
111 Killarney Beach Rd
Lefroy, ON
705.456.2122
1-888-689-7971
www.montoreno.com

MONTO RENO MARINA
1111 Killarney Beach Rd
Lefroy, ON - Lake Simcoe
705-456-2122  1-888-689-7971
www.montoreno.com

PUSHING THE 
BOUNDARIES

2021-212 SD

Edge 
Performance
19890 Hwy 11., 
Bradford, ON
(905) 775-1717
edgeperformance.ca

ULTRAULTRA  310310  LXLX VISIT YOUR LOCAL 
DEALER TODAYTHE MOST POWERFUL 

PRODUCTION 
PERSONAL 

WATERCRAFT

EXPERIENCE CHAMPIONSHIP-WINNING HANDLING 
KAWASAKI JET SKIS ARE FAMOUS FOR 
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Discover Alumacraft at one of these fine dealers:

www.alumacraft.com

YOU’LL ESCAPE. THE FISH WON’T

LEATHERDALE MARINE
RR#7, 5571, Orillia, ON    
705-325-2249
www.leatherdalemarine.com

ENERGY POWERSPORTS
879 Cranberry Ct, Oakville, ON 
905-901-5500
905-875-6006
www.energypowersports.ca

LEATHERDALE MARINE
RR#7, 5571 Hwy 12 South
Orillia, ON
705.325.2249 
www.leatherdalemarine.com

MUSKOKA MARINAS
1008 Skeleton Lake 3 Rd, 
Utterson, ON
HWY 141, Marina Road, 7 
Marina St, Rosseau, ON
1-800-NEW-BOAT
www.muskokamarinas.ca

LEGENDARY 
POWER
Mercury Verado engines represent the pinnacle 
of superior outboard design and performance.  
Built to power the largest boats for the boldest 
adventures, Verado engines boast advanced 
engineering and refined operation for boat 
owners who refuse to compromise. 

ALL NEW 
400HP VERADO
THE HIGHEST HORSE-POWERED VERADO



About Princecraft Boats Inc.
Since 1954, Princecraft Boats Inc., headquartered in Princeville, Quebec, Canada, creates unparalleled experiences on the water for �shing 
and boating enthusiasts with "professionally rigged and ready" packages of aluminum �shing boats, pontoon boats and deck boats. Its 
commitment is borne out of a deeply rooted heritage of unmatched craftsmanship, incomparable performance and the promise of years 
of trouble-free boating. More �shermen, families and dealers than ever join the Princecraft family, and create some of the best moments 
of their lives.

About Brunswick
Headquartered in Mettawa, Ill., Brunswick Corporation’s leading consumer brands include Mercury Marine outboard engines; Mercury 
MerCruiser sterndrive and inboard packages; Mercury global parts and accessories including propellers and SmartCraft electronics; Power 
Products Integrated Solutions; MotorGuide trolling motors; Attwood, Garelick, and Whale marine parts; Land ’N’ Sea, BLA, Payne’s Marine, 
Kellogg Marine, and Lankhorst Taselaar marine parts distribution; Mercury and Quicksilver parts and oils; Bayliner, Boston Whaler, 
Crestliner, Cypress Cay, Harris, Heyday, Lowe, Lund, Princecraft, Quicksilver, Rayglass, Sea Ray, Thunder Jet and Uttern boats; Boating 
Services Network, Freedom Boat Club, NAUTIC-ON, OnBoard Boating Club and Rentals. 
For more information, visit brunswick.com. Princecraft Boats Inc. ©  2020   |   A Brunswick Company

PROUDLY



PREMIUM CONFIDENCE

250 & 300hp Verado®

The refined power of the Mercury 4.6-liter V8 Verado delivers exhilarating performance to run 

offshore with confidence. Generous displacement and a robust design provide uncompromising 

durability, while Advanced Range Optimization automatically delivers the best possible 

efficiency. The Mercury-exclusive Advanced MidSection (AMS) and under-cowl noise-

management features set the standard for smooth, quiet marine propulsion.

MercuryMarine.com/Verado
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